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In Senate of the United States*

February 21ft, 1795.

Ordered, That Jive hundred copies of the papers hereafter

(^numerated, delivered with the mejfage of the Prefident of the

l/nited States, of igth November laji, be printed to wit :

No. 1. Judge Wilfon's certificate.

2. The Proclamation of *jth Augujl,

3. The inJiruHions of the Commmijfioners.

4. The report of the Commijfieners,

5. The Proclamation of 2^th September,

6. The correfpondence between the Governour of Penn-

fylvania and the Secretary for the department of

State,

7-, The Report of the Secretary for the department of

Treafury to the Prefident of the United States.

§, The InJiruBions to the Governour of Virginia,

Attejt,

SAMUEJL A, OTIS, Secretary.
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(No. 1.)

S I ji,

FROM Evidence, which has been laid before me, I here*

Jjy notify to you, that, in the counties of Wafhington and

Alleghany in Pcnnfylvania ; Laws of the United States are

oppofed, and the Execution thereof obftrufted by Combina-

tions too powerful to be fuppreffed lay the ordinary courfe of

judicial Proceedings, or by the powers vefted in the Marfhal

pf that Diftria,

][ have the honour to be, with

The higheft confideration and Refpeft,

Sir,

Your moft obedient and

very humble fervant

JAMES WILSON,

Philadelphia^ ^th Augufl 1794.

The President of

the United States
:'}

(True Copy)

GEO. TAYLOR, Jr.
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(IVfo. 2.)

By the president of the UNITED STATES of

AMERICA.

A PROCLAMATION.
TIC THEREAS combinatitoa:\s lo defeat the execution of th^

^ ^ laws laying duties upon Spirits diftilled witkin the

United States and upon Stills, have from the time of the com^

mencement of thofe laws exifled in fome of the Weflern

parts of Pennfylvania. And Whereas the faid Combinations,

proceeding in a manner fubverlive equally of the juft authority

of Gov^ernment and of the rights of individuals have hitherto

effefted their dangerous and criminal purpofe ; by the influ-

ence of certain irregular meetings whofe proceedings have

tended to encourage ^d uphold the fpirit of oppofition, by

mifreprefentations of the laws calculated to render tbem odi-

ous, by endeavours to deter thofe who might be fo difpofed

from accepting offices under them, through fe*r of public re-

k-ntment and of injury to perfon and property, and to compel

thofe who had accepted fuch offices by aftual violence to fur-

rciidcr or foi'bear the execution of them ;
—^by circulating vin-

diftivc menaces againft all thofe who fhould otherwife direftly

or indireftly aid in the execution of the faid laws, or who,

yielding to the dictates of confcience and to a fenfe of obliga-

tion fhould themfelves comply therewith, by a£l:ually injuring

and deftroying the property of perfons who were underftood

to have fo complied ;—by inflifting cruel and humiliating

punifhments upon private citizens for no other caufe than

tiiat of appearing to be the friends of the laws ;
—^by inter-

cepting the public officers on the high ways, abufing, affault-

ing and otherwife ill treating them j—by going to their hou-
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Tes in the ^i^ig^t, gaining admittance by force, taking away

tlreir papers and <:ommitting other outrages : employing for

thefe unwarrantable purpofes the agency of artncd banditti,

difguifed in fuch ifiannfcr as for the tnoft part to efcape difco-

Very : And Whereas the endeavors of the Legiflature to ob-

viate objeftions to thfc laid laws, by lowering the duties and

by other alterations conducive to the convenience of thofe

whom they immediately afFeft, (though they have given fatis-

fa^ion in other quarters) and the endeavors of the Exccii-

'tive Officers to conciliate a compliance with the laws, by ex-

planations, by forbearance and even by particular accommo-

dations fonnded on the fuggellion of local confiderations, have

been difappointed of their effeft by the machinations of per-

fons whofe induftry to excite refiftance has increaled with

every appearance of a difpolition among the people to relax

in their oppofition and to acquiefce in the laws : Infomuch

that many perfons in the faid Weftern parts of Pennfylvani*

have at length been hardy enough to perpetrate afts which I

am advifed amount to treafon, being overt afts of levying war

againft the United States ; the faid perfons having on the fix-

teenth and feventeenth of July laft paft proceded in arms (on

the fecond day amonnting to feveral hundreds) to ' the houfe

of John Neville, Infpeftor of the Revenue for the fourtk

Survey of the Diftrift of Pennfylvania, having repeatedly at-

tacked the faid houfe with the perfons therein v/ounding fome

of them ;—having feized David Lenox, Marfhal of the Dif-

trift of Pennfylvania, who previous thereto had been fired

upon, while in the execution of his duty, by a party of arm-

ed men detaining him for fome time prifoner, till for the

prcfervation of his life and the obtaining of his liberty he

Found it neceflary to enter into ftipulations to forbear the ex-

ecution of certain official duties touching proceffes iffuing out

of a Court of the United ^States. And having finally oblig^.
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the faid Infpeftor of the Revenue and the fald Marfhal from

confiderations of perfonal fafety to fly from that part of the

Country, in order by a circuitous route to proceed to the

Seat of Government ; avowing as the motives of thefe outra-

geous proceedings an intention to prevent by force of arms

the execution of the faid laws, to oblige the faid Infpeftor of

the Revenue to renounce his faid office, to withftand by open

violence the lawful authority of the Government of the United

States, and to compel thereby an alteration in the meafures of

the Legiflature and a repeal ofthe laws aforefaid. And Whereas

by a law of the United States, intitled *' An Aft to provide

for calling forth the militia to execute the laws of the Union,

fupprefs infurreftions and repel invaiions," it is enacted,

" that whenever the laws of the United States fhall be oppo»

fed or the execution thereof obftrufted in any State by com-

binations too powerful to be fupprefled by the ordinary courfe

of judicial proceedings or by the powers vefted in the Mar-

shals by that aft, the fame being notified by an affociatc Juf-

tice or the Diftrift Judge, it fhall be lawful for the Prefident

of the United States to call forth the militia of fuch State to

fupprefs fuch combinations and to caufe the laws to be duly

executed. And if the militia of a State where fuch combina-

tions may happen fhall refufc or be infufficient to fupprefs

the fame it fhall be lawful for the Prefident if the Legifla-

ture of the United States fliall not be in Seffion to call

forth and employ fuch numbers of the militia of any other

State or States moft convenient thereto, as may be necef-

fary, and the ufe of the militia fo to be called forth may be

continued, ifneceflary, until the expiration of thirty days after

the commencement of the enfuing feflion : Provided always

that whenever it may be neceflary in the judgment of the

Prefident to ufe the military force hereby direfted to be cal-

led forth ; The Prefident fhall forthwith and previous thereto,
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by Proclamation, command fuch infurgents to difperfe and re-

tire peaceably to their refpeftive abodes within a limited time.'*

And Whereas, James Wilfon, an AfTociate Juftice, on the

fourth inftant by writing under his hand did, from evidence

which had been laid before him, notify to me that " in the

Counties of Wafhington and Alleghany in Pennfylvania laws

of the United States are oppofed, and the execution thereof

obftrufted by combinations too powerful to be fupprefled by
the ordinary courfe of Judicial proceedings or by the powers

veiled in the Marfhal of that Diflrift." And Whereas it is

in my judgment, neceffary under the circumftances of the

cafe, to take meafures for calling forth the militia, in order

to fupprefs the Combinations aforefaid, and to caufe the laws

to be duly executed—and, I have accordingly determined

fo to do, feeling the deeped regret for the occafion, but

withal, the moft folemn conviftion, that the effential interefts

of the Union demand it—-that the very exiftence of Gov-

ernment, and the fundamental, principles of focial order, are

materially involved in the iffue ; and that the patriotifm and

firmnefs of all good Citizens are ferioufly called upon, as oc-

cafion may require, to aid in the effc£lual fuppreflion of fo

fatal a fpirit*

Wherefore, and in purfuance of the Pfovifo above re-

cited, I George Wafhington, Prefident of the United States,

do hereby command all perfons, being Infurgents as afore-

faid, ardall others whomit may concern, oh or before the firft

day of September next, to difperfe and retire peaceably to

their refpeftive abodes. And I do moreover, warn all per-

fons whomfoever, againft aiding, abetting or comforting the

perpetrators of the aforefaid treafonable afts : And do require

ail Ofncers and other Citizens, according to their refpeftive

3
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duties and the laws of the land, to exert their utmoft endea-

vors to prevent and fupprefs fuch dangerous proceedings.

In testimony whereof, I have caufed the Seal

of the United States of America to be affixed

to thefe Prefents, and figned the fame with my

(L. S.) hand. Done at the City of Philadelphia the

Seventh Day of Auguft, One Thoufand Seven

Hundred and Ninety Four, and of the Indepen-

dence of the Unit«d States of America, the Nine-

teenth.

G°. WASHINGTON.

By the President,

True Copy.

GEO. TAYLOR, Jr.

EDM. RANDOLPH.
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(No. 3.)

To James Ross, Jasper Yeates, William Bradford—-

Gentlemen,

THE recent events in the neighborhood of Pittfburgh,

have called the attention of the Prefident to the formation of

lome plan by which the infurreftion may be fuppreffed.

The intelligence which has been tranfmitted, having been

laid before Judge Wilfon, he has granted a Certificate, de-

claring that the oppofition to the laws of the United States,

in the counties of Wafhington and Alleghany, cannot be

fuppreffed, by the ordinary courfe of Judicial Proceedings, •

or the power of the Marfhal. A copy of that Certificate is

cnclofed (No, 1,)

You or any one or more of you are, therefore authorized

and appointed forthwith, to proceed to the fcene of the infur-

reftion and to confer with any bodies of men or individuals

with whom you fhall think proper to confer, in order to

quiet and extinguifh it. There is rcafon to believe that a

collcftion of difcontented individuals, will be found at Mingo

Creek on the fourteenth inftant, and as the objeft of their

affembling, is undoubtedly to concert meafures relative to

this very fubjeft, it is indifpenfably neceffary, that you fhould

prefs thither with the utmoft expedition, It is uncertain

whether they will remain together for a long or ftiort time -

therefore the being on the ground on the day firft named for

their meeting is neceffary to prevent a mifcarriage,

Thefe are the outlines of your communication—*

ift. To ftate the ferious impreffions which their condu£l

has created in the mind of the Executive, and to dilate upp^
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the dangers attending every Government where laws are ob-

ilrufted in their execution.

2d. To inform them that the evidence of the late tranfac.

tions has been fubmitted to a Judge of the Supreme Court,

and that he has granted the above mentioned Certificate

whence a power has arifen to the Prefident to call out the

Militia to fupprefs the ijifurreftion (fee the A£b of May 2d,

1792.)

3d. To reprefent to them, how painful an idea it is, to

exercife fuch a power, and that it is the earneft wifh of the

Prefident, to render it unneceffary by thofe endeavors which

humanity, a love of peace and tranquility, and the happinefs

of his fellow-citizens, diftate.

4th. You will then explain your appointment as Cpmnjif-

fioners in a language and with fentiments moft conciliatory,

but reconcileable to the felf-refpeQ: which this Government

ought to obferve.

5th. Whether you are to proceed further, and in what

manner mufl depend upon your judgment and difcretion at

the moment, after an eflimate of the charafters with whoni

you are converfing, their views, their influence, &c. &c.

6th. Whenfoever you fhall come to the point at which it

may be necefTary to be explicit, you are to declare that with

refpeft to the excife-law, the Prefident is bound to confider

it, as much among the laws which he is to fee executed, as

any other. That as to the repeal of it, he cannot undertake

to make any ftipulation, that being a fubjeft configned by the

Conftitution to the Lcgiflature from whom alone a change of

legiflative meafures can be obtained. That he is willing to

grant an amnefty and perpetual oblivion for every thing

y/hifh has pafl—and cannot doubt, that any penalty to which
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fhe late tranfaftions may have given birth, under the laws

and within the jurifdiftion of Pennfylvania may be alfo wiped

away—but upon the following conditions—^-

That fatisfaftory afiurances be given that the laws be no

longer obftrufted in their execution by any combinations

direftly or indireftly, and that the Offenders againft whom
procefs fhall iflue for a violation of, or an oppofition to, the

laws fhall not be protefted from the free operation of the law.

—Nothing wiii be enforced concerning the duties of former

years, if they will fairly comply for the prefent year.

7th. If they fpeak of the hardfhip of being drawn to the

federal Courts at a diftance, to that no other reply can be

made than this—that the inconvenience whatfoeyer it may
be, was the aft of their own Reprefentatives, and is continued

as being flill their fenfe—that however on all occafions which

will permit the State Courts to be ufed without inconveni-

ence to the United States or danger of their being fruftrated

in the objeft of the fuits and profecutions the State Courts

will be reforted to—^but the choice ofjurifdiftions muft always

depend upon the difcretion of the United States, and there-

fore nothing more fpecific can be faid at prefent.

8th. Whenfoever you fhall choofe to fpeak of the ulterior

meafures of the Government, you will fay that orders have

already iffued for the proper Militia to hold themfelves in

readinefs, and that every thing is prepared for their move-

ment, as will be feen by the Proclamation (No. 3), and is

known to yourfelves from the communications of the Go-

vernment ; but that thefe movements will be fufpended until

your return.

9th. Thefe are faid to be the outlines—You will fill them

up and modify them fo as moft effeftually to prevent if pofTi-
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ble, the laft dreadful necefTity which the Prefidcnt fo much,

deprecates, and you may in particular affure any individuals

of pardon who will expiate their offence by a compliance

with the law.

loth. Vou will keep the Executive minutely and conftantly

informed of all your proceedings and will ufe Expreffcs

whenfoever you think proper at the public expenfc,

1 ith. You will be allowed eight dollars per day, and your

cxpenfes, and may employ a proper perfoii t'o aft as your

Clerk, who (hall be paid whatfoever you may certify him to

deferve. The fum of one thoufand dollars is advanced to

you on account,

1 2th. William Bradford is empowered to add the name of

Thomas Smith, or any other proper perfon, if either J. Rofs

or J. Yeates fhall refufe or be unable to attend.

^tk Augujl, 1794,

EDM. RANDOLPH,
Sec'y of State,

DEPARTMENT of STATE,
Auguji %tky 1794.

To James Ross, Jasper Yeates, William Bradford-

Gentlemen,

In purfuancc of Inftruftions from the Preiident of the

United States, you or any one or more of you, are hereby

authorized and empowered forthwith to repair to the Coun-

ties on the Weftern fide of the Alleghany mountain in the

State of Pennfylvania, there to confer with fuch bodies or
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individuals, as you may approve concerning the commotions,

which are referred to in the Proclamation of the Prefident of

the United States, bearing date the 7th day of Auguft inftant

—and whatfoever promife or engagement you (hall make in

behalf of the Executive of the United States, the fame will

be ratified in the moft ample manner.

(L. S.) GIVEN under my Hand and the Seal of Office

of the Department of State, the Eighth day of

Aug>ift 1794.

EDM. RANDOLPH,
Secretary of State.

(True Copy)

GEO. TAYLOR, Jr.



( i6 )

(No. 4.).

The Commissioners, appointed to confer with the Citizens irt

the JVeJiern Counties of Pennfylvania, in order to induce them

to fubmit peaceably to, the lazes, and to prevent the necejfity

of ujing coercion to inforct their execution^ refpeElJully Report

to the Prejident of the United Stales :

THAT in purfuance of their inftru6tions, they repaired

to the weftern counties ; and, on their arrival there, found

that the fpirit of difaffeftion had pervaded other parts of the

fourth furvey of Pennfylvania, befides thofe counties declared

to be in a ftate of infurreftion ;—that all the offices of infpec-

tion eflablilhed thei;ein had lately been violently fuppreffed,—

and that a meeting of perfons, chofen by mofh of the town-

fhips, was afiembled at Parkinfon's ferrv, for the purpofe of

taking into confideration the fituation of the weftern country.

This aflembly, compofed of citizens coming from every part

of the fourth furvey, would have furnifhed a favourable op-

portunity for a conference and mutual explanation ; but as

they met in the open fields, and were expofed to the impref-

lions of a number of rafh and violent men (fome of them

armed) who furrounded them, an immediate communication

with the whole body would have been inconvenient and ha-

zardous. The meeting was probably of that opinion alfo ;

for foon after the appointment of CommifTioners was an-

nounced to them, they refolved that a Committee, to confift

of three perfons from each county, fhould be appointed to

meet any commiffioners that might have been, or might be

appointed by the government ; and that they fhould report

the refult of their conference to the ftanding Committee,

which was to be compofed of one perfonfrom each townfliip.

As foon as- this Committee of conference wzre nominated,
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they agreed to meet at Pittfburg on the 20th of the fame

month.

The underwritten accordingly repaired to that place, and

were foon after joined by the honorable Thomas M'Kean

and William Irvine, Efquires, who had been appointed

CommifTioners on the part of the Executive of Pennfylvania.

A full and free communication was immediately had with

thofe gentlemen as to the powers delegated, and the meafures

proper to be purfued at the expefted conference.

On the day appointed, a fub-committee of the Conferees

waited on the CommifTioners, and arranged with them the

time, place and manner of Conference. It was agreed, that

it fhould be had the next morning, at the houfe of John

M'Mafters, in Pittfburg, and fhould be private.

On the 2ifl, all the CommifTioners met the Conferiees, at

the place appointed. Of the latter there were prefent, John

Kirkpatrick, George Smith, and John Powers, from Wefl-

moreland county ; David Bradford, James Marfhall, and

James Edgar, from Wafhington county ; Edward Cook, Albert

Gallatin, and James Lang, from Fayette county ; Thomas

Morton, John Lucas, H. H. Brackenridge, from Alleghany

county ; together with William M'Kinley, William Suther-

land, and Robert Stevenfon, who were inhabitants of Ohio

county, in Virginia.

The conference was begun by the underwritten, who ex-

prefTed the concern they felt at the events, which had occa-

fioned that meeting ; but declared their intention to avoid

any unnecefTary obfervations upon them, fince it was their

bufmefs to endeavour to compofe the diflurbances which pre-

vailed, and to reflore the authority of the laws, by meafures

wholly of a conciliatory nature.

C
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It was then flatcd, that the formal refi fiance which had

lately been given to the laws of the United States, violated

the great principle on which republican government is

founded ; th3t every fuch government mufl, at all hazards,

enforce obedience to the general will ; and that fo long as

they admitted themfelves to be a part of the nation, it was

manifeftly abfurd to oppofe the national authority.

The underwritten then proceeded to ftate the obligations

which lay on the Prefident of the United States to caufe the

laws to be executed ;—the meafures he had taken for that

purpofe;—his defire to avoid the necelTity of coercion;

—

and the general nature of the powers he had vefted in them ;

and finally, requefted to know, Whether the conferees could

give any afTurances of a dilpofition in the people to fubmit to

the laws, or would recommend fuch fubmiffion to them?

The CommifTioners on the part of the State of Pennfylva-

nia, then addrefled the Conferees, on the fubjeft of the late

difturbances in that country ; forcibly raprefentcd the mif-

chievous confequences of fuch condu6l ; explained the na-

ture of their miflion ; and declared, they were ready to pro-

mife in behalf of the Executive authority of the flate a full

pardon and indemnity, for all that was paft, on condition of

an entire fubmiflion to the laws.

On the part of the Conferees, a narrative was given of

thofe caufes of difcontent and uneafinefs which very general-

ly prevailed in the minds of the people, in the weftern coun-

ties, and which had difcovered themfelves in the late tranfac-

tions. Many of thefe, they faid, had long exifted, and fome

of them from the fettlement of that country. Among other

caufes of difcontent, they complained of the decifions of the

State Courts, which difcountenanced improvement-titles, and

gave the preference to paper-titles ;—of the war which had

fo long vexed the frontiers—and of the manner in which

that war had been condu6led. They complained, that they
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had been continually harrafTed by militia duty, in being call-

ed out by the State Government, to repel incurfions, &c.

—

that the General Government had been inattentive to the

execution of the Treaty of Peace, refpefting the Weftern

Pofts, and remifs in aflerting the claim to the navigation of

the Miffifippi ;—that the afts for raifing a revenue on Diftill-

cd Spirits were unequal and opprelTive, in confcquence of

their local circumftances :—that Congrefs had neglefted their

remonflrances and petitions ; and that there was great hard-

fhip in being fummoned to anfwer for penalties in the Courts

of the United States at a diftance from the vicinage. They

alfo mentioned the fufpenfion of the fettlement at Prefqu'ifle

;

the engrolTing of large quantities of land in the State by in-

dividuals ;—the killing of certain perfons at General Neville's

houfe ; and the fending of foldiers from the garrifon. at Pitts-

burg, to defend his houfe—^as caufes of irritation among the

people. To thefe they added the appointment of General

Neville, as Infpeftor of the Survey, whofe former popula-

rity had made his acceptance of that office particularly offen-

five. t

They faid, they were perfuaded, that the perfons who were

the aftors in the late difturbances, had not originally intend-

ed to have gone fo far as they had gone ; but were led to it

from the obftinacy of thofe who refufed to do what was de-

manded of them ; that the forcible oppofition which had been

made to the law, was owing to the preflure of the grievance
;

but, if there was any profpeft of redrefs. no people would

be more ready to fliow themfelves good citizens.

The Commiffioners expreffed their furprize at the extent

of thefe complaints, and intimated, that if all thefe m^atters

were really caufes of uneafinefs and dilTatisfaftion in the minds

of the people, it would be impoflible for any government to

fatisfy them. But as fome of thefe complaints were of a na-

ture more ferious than others, though they could not fpeak
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officially, they dated what was generally underftood as to the

conduft, meaiures, and expeftations of government relpeft-

ing the Miflifippi navigRtion ; the treaty of peace ; the fuf-

penfion of the fettlement at Prefqu'iflc, &c.—that as to the

afts of Congrefs, which had been forcibly oppofed, if it were

proper they fhould be repealed, Congrefs alone could do it ;

but that while they were laws, they muft be carried into exe-

cution :—that the petitions of the weftern counties had not

been neglefted, nor their interefts overlooked ;—that in faft

the local interefts of thofe counties were better reprefented

than thofe of any other part of the State ; they having no lefs

than three gentlemen in the Houfe of Reprefentatives, when

it appeared by the cenfus, that their numbers would not en-

title them to two ;—that the afts in que (lion had been often

under the confideration of Congrefs ; that they had always

been fupported by a confiderable majority, in which they

would find the names of feveral gentlemen, confidered, in

thofe counties, as the firmeft friends of their country ;—that

although the general interefts of the union did not admit of

a repeal, modifications had been made in the law, and fome

favourable alterations, in confequence of their reprefentations
;

and, that at the laft fefhon, the ftate courts had been vefted

with a jurifdiftion over offences againft thofe afts, which

would enable the Prefident to remove one of their principal

complaints ;—.that the convenience of the people had been,

and would always be confulted by the government ;—and

the Conferees were defired to fay, if there was any thing in

the power of the Executive, that yet remained to be done to

make the execution of the afts convenient and agreeable to

the people.

One of the Conferees then enquired, whether the Prefident

could not fufpend the execution of the cxcife afts, until the

meeting of Congrefs ; but he was interrupted by others, who

declared that they confidered fuch a meafure as imprafticable.

The CommilTioners expreffcd the fame opinion ; and the con-
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verfation then became more particular, refpefting the powers

the CommifTioners poffefled ; the propriety and neceffity of

the Conferees expre fling their fenfe, upon the propofals to be

made, and of their calling the (landing Committee together,

before the ift September. But as it was agreed, that the pro-

portions and anfwers fhould be reduced to writing, the refult

is contained in the documents annexed, and it appears un-

neceflary to detail the conference further.

The underwritten accordingly prefented to the Conferees

a letter, of which a copy, marked No. i, is annexed : and the

following day they received an anfwer from them, in which

they declare ; that, they are fatisfied, that the Executive had in

its propofals gone as far as could be expefted ; that in their

opinion, it was the intereft of the country to accede to the

law ; and that they would endeavour to conciliate not only

the Committee, to whom they were to report, but the public

mind in general, to their fenfe of the fubjeft. A copy of this

letter alfo is annexed, No. 2,

The underwritten then proceeded to ftate in writing what

affuranees of fubmifllon would be deemed full and fatisfaftory,

and to detail more particularly the engagements they had power

to make. This detail was fubmitted to the infpeftion of a

fub-committee of the Conferees, who candidly fuggefted fuch

alterations as appeared to them neceifary to render the propo-

fals acceptable. From a defire to accommodate, moft of the

alterations fuggefted by thofe gentlemen, were adopted ; md
though fome of them were rejefted, the reafons given appear-

ed to be fatisfaftory, and no further objeftions remained. A
copy of this detail is marked No. 3.

The Conferees, on the following day, explicitly approved of

the detail thus fettled, engaged to recommend the propofals to

the people, and added, that however it might be received, they
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were perfuaded nothing more could be done by the Com-

minioners, or them, tobrhig the bufinefsto an accommodation.

No. 4, is a copy of their letter.

So far as this letter refpefts the gentlemen from Ohio county,

in Virginia, a reply was made and fome arrangements entered

into with them, the nature and extent of which appear, by the

correfpondence ; copies of which are annexed, numbered

5,6, 7, and 8.

The hopes excited by the favourable ifTue of this conference,

were not realized by a correfpondent conduft in the citizens,

who compofed what was called, 'the ftanding Committee.'

Tbey affembled at Brownfville (Redftone Old-Fort) on the

28th Auguft, and broke up on the 29th, and, on the following

day a letter was received from Edward Cook, their chairman,

announcing, that difficulties had arifen, and that a new Com-

mittee of conference was appointed : and, although the refolve

which is annexed was pafled. it did not appear that the affuran-

cesof fubmiffion, which had been demanded, had been given.

Copies of this letter and refolve, are marked No. 9 and 10.

The underwritten were informed by feveral of the members

of that meeting, as well as other citizens who were prefent at

it, that the report of the Committee of conference, and the

propofals of the Commiflioners were unfavourably received;

that rebellion and hoftile refiflance againft the United States

were publicly recommended by fome of the members ; and that

fo exceffive a fpirit prevailed, that it was not thought prudent

or fafe to urge a compliance with the terms and preliminaries,

piefcribed by the underwritten, or the CommifTioners from the

(governor of Pennfylvania. All that could be obtained was

the refolve already mentioned, the queftion upon it being de-

cided by ballot ; by which means each member had an opportu-

nity of concealing his opinion and of fheltering himfelf from
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the rcfentment of thofe from whom violence w^'s apprehended.

But notwithflandingthis caution, .the opinion was fo far from

being unanimous, that out of fifty-fcven votes, there were

twenty-three nays, leaving a majority of only eleven : and the

underwritten have been repeatedly affured, by differ nt mem-

bers of that meeting, that if the queftion had been publicly

put, it would have been carried in the negative, by a confider-

able majority.

With a view of countera6ling the arts and influence of the

violent, the underwritten, on the 27th Auguft, addrefleda

letter to the late Conferees, authorizing them to affure the

friends of order, who might be difpofed to exert themfelves to

reftore the authority of the laws, that they might rely on the

proteftion of Government, and that meafurcs would be taken

to fupprefs and punifh the violence of thofe individuals, who
might diflent from the general fentiment. This letter ( a copy

of which is marked No. 11) was delivered to one of the

Conferees going to Brownfville ; but he afterwards informed

the underwritten, that the gentlemen to whom it was addrefied,

did not ' think it prudent to make any ufe of it, as the tem-

per, which prevailed was fuch that it would probably have

done more harm than good.*

The conduft of the meeting at Brownfville, notwithftand-

ing the thin veil thrown over it by the refolve already mention-

ed, was faid to be conhdered by many, and efpecially by the

violent party, as a rejeftion of the terms. It was certainly a

partial rejeftion of thofe propofed by the underwritten, and a

total one of the preliminaries prefcribed by the State Com-
miflioners, who had required affurances from the members

of that meeting only, and not from the people themfelves.

Having therefore no longer any hopes of an univerfal or

even general fubmilTion. it was deemed neceflary by a folemn
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appeal to the people, to afcertain as clearly as pollible the

determination of every individual—to encourage and oblige

the friends of order to declare themfelves—to recal as many

of the di(afFc6led as poffible, to their duty, by aflurances of

pardon dependant on their individual conduft—and to learn

with certainty what oppofition government might expe£l if

military coercion fhould be finally unavoidable.

To fecure thefe advantages, the underwritten were of opinion,

that the affurances of fubmiflion required of the people ought

not only to be publicly given, but ought alfo to be reduced to

writing : and that the ftate of each County fhould be certified

by thofe who were to fuperintend the meetings at which the

difpofition of the people was to be afcertained.'

On the firft inftant, nine of the gentlemen appointed by

the meeting at Brownfville, afifembled at Pittfburg, and in the

afternoon requefled a conference with the Commiflioners,

which was agreed to. They produced the refolves by which

they were appointed and entered into fome explanation of the

nature of their vifit : but being defired to communicate it in

writincr they withdrew, and foon after fent a letter addrefled

to the CommilTioners of the United States, and of the ftate of

Pennfylvania ; to which an anfwer was immediately written.

Copies of thefe letters are annexed, No. i2 and 13.

As no part of their letter, although addreffed to the Com-

milTioners from Pennfylvania, related to the preliminaries

prefcribed by them, they made no anfwer in writing : but in

a conference held the 'next morning with thofe nine gentle-

men they verbally declared to them their entire concurrence

in the fentiments contained in the letter from the underwrit-

ten ; and they exprefied, at fome length, their furprize and

regret at the conduft of the meeting at Brownfville. The

Conferees declared themfelves fatisficd with the anfwer they
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had received—avowed an entire conviftion of the neceflity

and propriety of an early fubmiflion, in the manner propofed

.1—and offered immediately to enter into the detail for fettling

(he time, place, and manner of taking the fenfe of the people,

A copy of their letter, which alfo exprefles thefe fentiments,

is annexed, No. 14,

It was accordingly agreed between the Commiflioners on

the one part, and thefe gentlemen on the other, that the peo~

pie fhould affemble for the purpofe of exprefling their deter-

mination, and giving the affurances required, on the 1 ith

in ft. ; and the mode of afcertaining the public fentiments of

the citizens refident in the fourth furvey of Pennfylvania,

was clearly and definitely prefcribed by the unanimous con-

fent of all who were prefent at the conference. It was evi-

dent, that circumftances might arife to prevent the real dif-

pofition of the citizens from being fully afcertained at thefe

meetings, and that even arts might be ufed to procure fuch

an exprelTion of the public mind, that while it held up an.

appearance of fubmifTion, might be in reality a falfe and delu-

five reprefentation of it. It was therefore neceffary that

perfons of charafter, from every townfhip or diftrift (who

might be able from their own knowledge or the comparifon

of all circumftances, juftly to appreciate the public opinion)

fhould affemble and jointly certify their opinion whether

there was fuch a general fubmifTion in their refpeftive coun-

ties, or not, that the laws could be peaceably carried into

execution. For the fame purpofe it was agreed to be proper

that the number of thofe who openly refuied, as well as of

thofe who promifed to fubmit, in their relpeftive townfhips

or diftrifts, fhould be reported to the Commifii oners, A
copy of this agreement, marked No. 15, is annexed.

It appears that meetings were held in the feveral counties

D
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jn purfuanec of this agreement ; but the underwritten, with

extreme regret, find themfelves obliged to report, that in the

returns made to them no opinions are certified that there is fo

general a fubmiflion in any one of the counties that an office

ef infpeftion can be immediately and fafely eftablifhed therein :

on the contrary, the report of thofe who fuperintended the

meeting in Weftmoreland, dates their opinion to be that fuch

a meafure would not be fafe.

From Alleghany county no report whatever has been

received, and although it is underftood that a very great ma-

jority of thofe aflembled in the Pittfburgh diftrifl;, aftually

fubfcribed the declarations required, yet there is no reafon to

believe that there was a favorable iffue in any other diftrift.

Infonnation has been received that great violence prevailed

in one of them, and that in another the majority declared

their determination not to fubmit to the la.ws of the United

States.

From Wafhington county a general return was duly tranf-

mitted to one of the CommifTioners at Union Town, figned

by twenty-eight of the fuperintendants of the ;neeting : they

do not however ftate the number of the yeas and nays on

the qucftion for fubmiflion ; they decline giving any opinion

whether there is fuch a genejal fubmiflion that an office of

infpeftion may be efl;ablifhed therein, but certify their opini-

on and belief, " that a large majority of the inhabitants will

" acquiefcc and fubmit to the faid law, under a hope and

" firm belief that the Congrefs of the United States will re*

" peal the law."

The report from the Superrntendants in Weftmoreland

county is equally dcfc6bive, in not fl;ating the numbers as

required ; but it certifies their opinion that as ill difpofedy

lawlefs pcrlons could fuddenly affemble and offer violence, it
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would not be fafe immediately to eflabliftian ofRce of infpct*

tion in that county.

The county of Fayette, rejefted the mode of afcertaining

the fenfe of the people which had been fettled between the

underwritten and the lafl Committee of conference at Pittf-

burgh. The (landing Committee of that county direfted thofc

qualified by the laws of the ftate for voting at elections, to

alTemble in their eleftion di{lri£i;s and vote by ballot, whether

they would accede to the propofals made by the Commiflioners

of the United States, on the 2 2d of Auguft, or not. The
Superintendants of thefc ele6Hon diftrifts report, that five

hundred and fixty of the people thus convened, had voted

for fubmiflion, and that one hundred and fixty one had voted

againft it ;—that no judge or member of their Committee had

attended from the fourth diftrift of the county^ to report th«

'ftate of the votes there, and that thcfy are of opinion that a

great majority of the citizens who did not attend, are difpofed

to behave peaceably and with due fubmiflion to the laws.

But it is proper to mention, that credible and certain infor-

mation has been received, that in the fourth diftrift of that

county (compofed of the townftiips of Tyrone and Bullfkin)

of which the (landing Committee have given no account fix-

fevenths of thofe who voted, were for refiftance. Copies of

the reports dated, are annexed, and numbered 16, 17, 18.

From that part of Bedford county which is comprehended
within the fourth furvey of Pennfylvania, no report or re-

turns have been fent forward, nor has any information been

received that the citizens affembled there for the purpofe of

declaring their opinions upon queflions propofed.

The written affurances of fubmiflion which has been re-

ceived by the Commiflioners, are not numerous, nor were
they given by all thofe who exprcfled a willingnefa to obey
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the laws. In Fayette county a different plan being purfued,

no written aflurances were given in the manner required. In

the three other counties, which from the cenfus taken under

the laws of the ftate, appear to contain above eleven thoufand

taxable inhabitants (in which none under the age of twenty-

e)nc are included) the names fubfcribed to the papers received,

barely exceed two thoufand feven hundred, and of thefe a

very confiderable part have not been fubfcribed in the mode

agreed on ; being either figned at a different day,—unattefted

by any perfon,—or wilfully varied from the fettled form.

From credible information received, it appears to the under-

livritten that in fome townfhips the majority, and in one of

them the whole of the perfons affen^led, publicly declared

themfelves for refiflance : in fome, although the fenfe of the

majority was not known, yet the party for refiflance was fuf-

ficiently f>rong to prevent any declarations of fubmiffion

being openly made ; and in others, the majority were intimi-

dated or oppofed by a violent minority. But notwithflanding

thefe circumflances, the underwritten firmly believe that

there is a confiderable majority of the inhabitants of the fourth

furvey, who are now difpofed to fubmit to the execution of

the laws : at the fame time, they conceive it their duty expli-

citly to declare their opinion, that fuch is the flate of things

in that furvey, that there is no probability that the aft for

raifmg a revenue on diflilled fpirits and flills, can at prefent

be enforced by the ufual courfe of civil authority, and that

fome more competent force is ncceffary to caufe the laws to

be duly executed, and to infure to the officers and well dif-

pofed citizens that proteftion which it is the duty of govern-

ment to afford.

This opinion is founded on the fafts already ftated ; and it is

coniirmed by that which is entertained by many intelligent

and influential perfons, officers of juftice and others, refiden'



( 29 )

in thcweftern counties, who have lately informed one of the

commiflioners, that whatever afturances might be given, it was

in their judgment abfolutely necelTary that the civil authority

fhould be aided by a military force, in order to fecure a due

execution of the laws,

JAMES ROSS, .

J. YEATES,
Wm. BRADFORD,

Philadelphia^ Sept, 24, 1794*

The Documents referred to in the aforegoing Report.

(No. 1.)

From the Commiffioners on the part of the Union, to the Commits

tee of Conference, affembled at Pittfburgh,

Pittjburgh, Augjijl 21, 1794.

Genti-emen,

HAVING had a conference with you on the important

fubjeft that calls us into this part of Pennfylvania, we
(hall now ftate to you in writing, agreeably to your requefh,

the nature and objeft of our miflion hither. Conlidering

this as a crifis infinitely interefting to our fellow-citizens who
have authorifed you to confer with us, we fhall explain our-

felves to you with that franknefs and fincerity, which the fo^

lemnity of the occafion demands.

You well know that the Prefident of the United States is

charged with the execution of the laws. Obedience to the

national will being indifpenfablc in a republican government,
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the people of the United States have flriftly enjoined it as hiB

duty "to fee that the laws arc faithfully executed :"—^and

when the ordinary authorities of the government are incom*

petent for that end, he is bound to exert thofe high powers

with which the nation has inverted him for fo extraordinary

an occafion.

It is but too evident that the infurreftions which have late-

ly prevailed in fome of thefe weftern counties have fupprcf-

fed the ufual exercife of the civil authority ; and it has been

formally notified to the Prefident, by one of the AiTociate

Judges, in the manner the law prefcribes, "that in the coun-

ties of Wafhington and Alleghany, in Pennfylvania, laws of

the United States are oppofed, and the execution thereof ob-

ftrufted by combinations too powerful to be fupprelTed by

the. ordinary courfe of judicial proceedings, or the powers

vefted in the Marfhal of that Diftrift." He therefore per-

ceives, with the deepeft regret, the neceflity to which he

may be reduced, of calling forth the national force in order

to fupport the national authority, and to caufe the laws to be

executed ;—^but he has determined, previoufly, to addrefs

himfelf to the patriotifm and realon of the people of the

'

weftern counties, and to try the moderation of government,

in hopes that he may not be compelled to refort to its ftrength.

But^ we muft not conceal from you, that it is alfo his fixed

determination, if thefe hopes fhould be difappointed, to em*

ploy the force.,.-and if it be neceffary, the whole force of the

Union, to fecure the execution of the laws. He has, there-

fore, authorifed us to repair hither, and by free conferences

and the powers vefted in us, to endeavor to put an end to

the prefent difturbances, and to the oppofition to the execu-

tion of the laws, in a manner that may be finally fatisfaftory

to all our fellow-citizens.
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We hope that this moderation in the government will not

be mifconftrued by the citizens to whom we are fent. The
Prefident, who feels a paternal folicitude for their welfare,

wifties to prevent the calamities that are impending over

them—to ftate to them clearly the inevitable confequenccs of

further refiftance—to recall them to their duty and to prove

to the whole world, that if military coercion muft be employ-

ed, it is their choice and not his.

The powers vefted in us, will enable us fo to arrange the

execution of the afts for raifing a revenue on diftilled fpirits

and ftills, that little inconvenience will arife therefrom to

the people—to prevent as far as is confident with the public

interefts the commencing profecutions under thofc afts at a

diftance from the places where the delinquents refide—to

fufpend profecutions for the late offences "^gainft the United

States—and, even, to engage for a general pardon and obli»

vion of them.

But, gentlemen, we explicitly declare to you, tliat the

exercife of thefe powers muft be preceded by full and fatis-

faftory affurances of a fmcere determination in the people to

obey the laws of the United States, and their eventual opera-

tion mufl depend upon a correfpondent acquiefcence in the

execution of the afts which have been oppofed. We have

not, and coming from the Executive, you well know that we

cannot have, any authority to fufpend the laws, or to offer the

moft diftant hopes, that the afts, the execution of which has

been obftrufted, will be repealed. On the contrary, we are

free to declare to you our private opinions, that the national

councils, while they confult the general interefts of the re-

public, and endeavor to conciliate every part by local acco-

modations to citizens who refpefl: the laws, will fternly refufe

every indulgence to men who accompany their requefts with

threats, and rcfift by force the public autliority.



( 3= )

Upon thefe principles, we are ready to enter with you into

the detail necelTary for the exercife of our powers—to learn

what local accommodations are yet wanting to render the

execution of the laws convenient to the people—to concert

with you meafures for reftoring harmony and order, and for

burying the paft in oblivion ; and to unite our endeavors with

your's to fccure the peace and happinefs of our common

country.

It is neceflary, however, to apprife you thus early, that at

N prefent, we do not confider ourfelves as authorifcd to enter

into any conferences on this fuhjeft, after the firft of Septem-

ber enfuing. We therefore hope the bufinefs will be fo con-

duced that fome definitive anfwer may be given to us before

that day.

We cannot believe, that in fo great a crifis, any attempts

to temporife and procraftinate will be made by thofe who

fincerely love their country, and wifh to fecure its tran-

quility.

We alfo declare to you, that no indulgence will be given

to any future offence againft the United States, and that they

who fhall hereafter dire£lly or indireftly oppofe the execution

of the laws, muft abide the confequences of their conduft.

JAMES ROSS,

J. YEATES,
Wm. BRADFORD,
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(No. 2.)

The follo'iu'ti^g is the anfwer of the Committee,

Plttfburg^ Aug. 2 2, 1794.

Gentlemen,

HAVING In our conference, at confiderable length dated to

you tlie grounds of that difcontent which exifts in the minds of

the people of this country, and which has lately fhewn itfelf in

adls of oppofition to the Excife law, you will confider us as wav-

in-:^ any queilion with regard to the nature of tliofe atls, whether,

reafoiiable, or amounting only to riot and breach of the peace

;

of courfe as waving the queftion of the conftitutlonal power of

the Preiident to call upon the forge of the union to fupprefs them.

It is our objed, as it is yours, to compofe the difturbauce.

We are fatlslicd that In fubftance, you have gone as far as wc

could expedl the Executive to go. It only remains to afcertain

your propofitlons more In detail, and to fay, what arrangements

It may be In your power to make with regard to convenience in

colle6lIng the revenue under the Excife laws,—how far It may b^

confillent with the public Intcrell to prevent commencing profccu-

tijns under thofe laws at a diftancc from the places where the de-

linquents refide,—on what condition or circumftance profecutlons

for the late violations of the laws fhall be fufpended ; that is to

fay, v/hcther on the individual keeping the peace, or on its being

kept by the country in general,—and alfo with regard to the ge«

neral amnelly, whether the claiming the benefit of it by an indi-

vidual fhall depend on his own future condudl or that of the whole

community.

We have already ftated to you in conference that we are em-

powered to give you no definitive anfwer with regard to the fenfe

of the people on the great quefllon of acceding to the law ; but

that In our opinion, It is the Intered of the country to accede ;

and that we fhall make this report to the Committee to whom wc
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are to report, and flate to them the rcafons of our opinion,

that fo far as they may appear to have weight tliey may be regard-

ed by them. It will be our endsavor to conciliate, not only them,

but the public mind In general to our fenfe on this fubjedl : for

this pMrpofe we hope to be afTiiled by you In giving all that extent

and preclfion, dearnefs and certainty to your propofitions as may fa-

tisfythe uiiderftandlngs and engage the acquicfcencc of the people.

It is to be underflood that In acceding to the law, no Inference

is to be drawn, or confliudllon made that we will relinquifh a eon-

ftitutional oppofition ; but that we will Invariably, undeviatingly

and conftantly purfue every legal means and meafurc of obtaining

a repeal of the law in queilion.

As we are difpofcd with you to have the fenfe of the people

taken on the fubjeft of our conference as fpeedlly as may be, with

that view we haverefolved to call the Committee to whom our

report Is to be made, at an earlier day than had been appointed,

to wit, to meet on Thurfday the 28th inft. but have not thought

ourfelves juftifiable in changing the plact', to wit, at Redftonc

(Old Fort) on the Monongahela.

By order of the Committee,

Edward Cook, Chairman,

To the Commiffioners on ^
the part of the Union. 3

{No. 3-)

THE Commlfiioners appointed by the Prefident of the Unit-

ed States, to confer with the citizens in theweftern parts of Penn-

fylrania, having been affured by the Committea of conference,

of their determination to approve the propofaJs made, and to re-

commend to the general Committee appoii.ted by the meeting at

Parklnfon's ferry, a fubmiflion to the ad^s of Congrefs, do now

proceed to declare what afTurances of fubmllTion will be deemed

full and fatlsfaftory, and to detail the engagements which they

have power to make.

I. It is expedlcd and required by the faid Commlflicners, that
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the citizens compofing the fald general Committee, do on or be.

fore the firft day of September, cxpHcitly declare their determi-

nation to fubmit to the laws of the United States, and that th?y

will not dire£lly or irtdireiftly oppofe the execution of the adls for

railing a revenue on diflilled fpirits and flills.

2. That they do explicitly recommend a perfeft and entire ac-

quicfcence under the execution of the faid ads.

3. That they do in like manner recommend that no violence,

injuries or threats, be offered to the perfon or again ft the property

of any officer of the United States, or citizens complying with

the laws, and do declare their determination to fupport (as far as

the laws require) the civil authority, in affording the protedlion

due to all officers and citizens.

4. That meafures be taken to afoertain by meetings in eledlion

diftridls or otherwife, the determination of the citizens in the

fourth furvey of Pennfylvania, to fubmit to the faid laws ; and

that fatisfadlory affurances be given to the faid Commiffioners

that the people have fo determined to fubmit, on or before the

14th of September next.

The faid Commiffioners, if a full and perfeft compliance with

the above requifitions fhall take place, havt power to promife and

engage in manner following, to wit.

1. No profccution for any treafon or other indi£^able offence

againft the United States, committed in the fourth furvey of

Pennfylvania before tliis day, ffiall be commenced or proceeded

on until the tenth of July next.

2. If there fhall be a general and fincere acquiescence in the

execution of the faid laws, until the faid tenth day of July next,

a general pardon and oblivion of allfuch offences fliallbe granted :

excepting therefrom, neverthelefs, every perfon who (hall in the

mean time wilfully obftru6l, or attempt to obftru6l the execution

of any of the laws of the United States, or be in any wife aiding

or abetting therein.
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3- Congrefc; having liy an af^ pafTecl on the fjfih day of Ji:ne

lafl-, authorlfecl the Itate courts to take cognizance of oTc^nces

againft the faid a6ls for rnifHig a revenue upon dlililled fpirils ?ind

Rills, the Prefidcnt has determined that he will direct fuits?'^ainlt

fuch delinquents to be prcfecuted therein ; if upon experiment it

be found that local prejudices or other caufcs do not ohllrud\ tlie

faitliful admin irt ration of juRice : But it is to be underilood, that

of this he muft be the judge, and that he does not m^^an by this

determination to impair any power veiled in the Executive of the

United States.

4. Certain beneficial arrangements for adjufling dellnquenrics

and profecutions for penalties now depending, ihall be madi; and

communicated by the officers appointed to carry the faid ads into

execution.

Given under our hands at Piufburg, this 22d day of Augult

'794-
JAMES ROSS,

J. YEATES,
Wm, BRADFORD.

To the Committee ")

of Conference. )

(No. 4.)

Pittfburg, Augufl 2^, 1794*

Cextlemen,.
^

"WE prefume it has been underflood by you that the conference

on our part confifis of members not only from the counties of Penn-

fylvania v/efi of the Allcghency mountains, but alfo from Ohio

county, in Virginia, and your propofitions made in general by

your firft letter being addreffed to this conference, the Ohio

county was confidered as Included ; yet in your propofitions made

in detail by yout lad, you confine them to the furvey within Penn-

fylvania. We would rcqucfl an explanation on this particular.

We have only farther to fay, we fhall make a faithful report

of your propofitions, which we approve of, and will recommend

to the people, and however they may be received we are per*
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rija(!ed nothing move could have been done by you or us to bring

this bufinefs to an accommodation.

Signed by order of the Committee,

Edward Cook, Chairman,

To the CommJfiTioncrs on )

"the part of the Union. \

10 ivh'ich thefdlotv'ing anfiuer tuas returned,

(No. 5.)

Pittfbiirg, Augufl 23d, 1794.

Gentllmen,

H A.V1NG received afTurancesof your approbation of the pro-

pofitions made by us, and of your determmatien to recommend

them to tlie people, we have nothing further to add, except to

reply to tliat pait of your letter which relates to tlie Gentlemen

from Ohio county.

The whole tenor of our letter of the 2 id inftant, Hiews that

we had come among you in confequence of the difturbances which

liad prevailed in the weilern parts of Pennfylvania, to prevent the

aftual employment of military coercion there, as contemplated in

the Prefident's proclamation, and that the late offences referred

to, were the infune6^ions which had prevailed in fome of thefe

wcdern counties.—We therefore cannot extend our propofitiong.

In addition to this, we are well affiired, that the people of Ohio

county have, not generally authorifed thefe Gentlemen to repre-

fent them, and we cannot at prefent undertake to make any defi-

nite arrangement with them.

We arc however, willing to converfe with thefe Gentlemen oa

this fubjed^, and we have no doubt, that on fatisfadlory proofs of

their determination to fupport the laws of their country, and of

an intire fubmifiion to them by thofe from whom they come being

given, the Prefident will, upon our recommendation, extend a

fimilar pardon to any late offences committed againll the United

States, if fuch there be committed. We are willing, on receiv-
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ing fiicli afTuranccs from them, to recommend fuch application

accordingly,

JAMES ROSS,

J. YEATES,
Wm. BRADFORD.

To the Committee >

of Conference, )

7he follotving communtcatton ivas mmle to the Comm'ijfwners, ly the

perfons faid to have been fentfrom Ohio county ^ in Virginia,

(No. 6.)

Pittfoiirg, Auguft 23, 1794.

Gentlemen,

We have feen by your letter of this day, that you have been

well afTured, th«t tlie people of Ohio county did not gentrally

authorifc us to reprefcnt them. All we have to fay on that fub-

jecSl is, that we were authorifed fuly* and generally by fuch per-

fons as met on that accafion. Wheather any of the inhabftance

were diffatisfied with our being appointed for that purpofe, or

wheather there were any who did not wifh an appointment to take

place at all, we know not ; but we pretent to have no other define

than that of reprefenting fuch of the citizens of Ohio county at

fent us here.

Waving bower the mcar perfonal fubjec^, we think It a duty

we owe our fellow-citizens, to wifh (and we know it to have been

the opinion of the whole Committee of conference) that no diilinc-

tion (hould be made between offences committed upon the fame

accafion, arifing from the fame fource, and perpetrated at the

fame time, wheather they happenid in Pennfylvanah or in Virgi-

nia ; and we tliercfore hope you will conceive, it upon full exame-

ration, to be part of your prefent pacific mifnon, to fatisfy the

minds of the people of Virginia as well as thoufe of Pcnnfylvana
;

and that you will give affurances that the fame proofs which you

* The fpelling in the foregoing is agreeably to the original.
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require from the people of Pennfylvana, of there determination

to fubmit to the laws, (hall he deemed fufficlent, when gl\en by

the people of Ohio county to enduce you to recommend to the Pre-

fident to extend a fimilar pardon to any offences committed there

againft the United States ; and that whatever objects you may

have to confider us in the fame point of view with the other mem-

bers of the Committee of conference, you will not require differ-

ent conditions from, or propofc different terms to the citizens of

the too ilates, Sec,

We have the honor to be with refpeft,

Gentlemen,

Your mod obedient and very humble farvants,

ROBT. STEPHENSON,
WILLIAM SUTHERLAND,
Wm. M'KINLEY.

To the Commiflloners ">

for the United States. 5

(No. 7.)

Gentlemen,

HAVING converfed with you on the fubjeft of your letter of

this date, we declare to you, that if the fame declarations and

afftirances are made by you, which it is required fhould be made

by the citizens to be affembled at Red-Stone, and if fatisfadory

affuran^es are alfo given to us of a fincere determination of thofc

individuals in Ohio county who fent you hither, to fubmit to

the laws for ralfing a revenue on diftilled fplrits and ftills, on or

before the 14th September next—In fuch cafe we will recom-

mend to the Prefident of the United States, your petition, requeft,

ing that a pardon may be granted for any indi<ftable offence againft

the United States, committed in Ohio county fince the 15th day

of July laft, and before the prcfent day, on the fame terms offered

to the iiihabltantfi of the fourth furvey of Pcnnfylvanla. But ai

certain bonds have been lately taken by force from Zaccheus

Biggs, CoUcdor cf the faid Revenue in Ohio county, it is to be
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clearly underftood, that faui pardon fliall not extend to prevent

any civil remedy, agalnft thofi who hsve dcltruycd the faid bondst

or are patties to them.

Given under our hands, Augull 23, 1 79-I-.

JAMES ROSS,

J. YEATES,

Wm. BRADFORD.
To MelTrs. Robert Stephenfon, ")

William Sutherland, and Wil- >

Ham M'Kinlev. j

"To luh'ich the folloavlng reply was made'^

,

(No. 8.)

Pittfburg, 23d Au^;. 1794.

Gentl.

HAVING Concderd yom- Letter of this Deate fince the

Departur of the fpeache Coinatic delegated from Wellmorland

WalTiington Featt & Alegunle countis in Pcniilvenea & Conider-

ing our Selves a Ju'lifyable repentation of thofe inhabtents of

Ohio County by Whowe we were Dellgated & a part of that

fpeachell Comitee to whom your propofals wear mead and Ac-

cepted yefterday & the day posding, and relying on the faith

alrdy pledged by you and Accepted by the Speachell Comatee

we dclen cnteriitg any further on this Biiffens untcll we Coafult

our Coailaituents & the Cometee of Safety.

We are Gentl. with Elleem your moft Obed.

Hwmble Servt.

ROBEPvT STEPHENSON,
WILLIAM SUTHERLAND
Wm. M'KINLY.

(No. 9.)

Brownfviile, Augull 29th, 1794-

Gf.ntlemen,

DIFFICULTIES having arifen with us, we have thought

* The fpelling in this reply is agreeably to the original.
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it necefiary to appoint a Gommlttce to confer with you, In order

to procure, if pofiiblc:, fomc farther time, in order that the peo-

ple may have lea/are to rcflc£l upon their true fituation.

1 am, Gentlemen,

Your mofl obedient humble fcrvant,

EDWARD COOK.

P. S. Inclofed you have a copy of the refolution on that

fubjca.

The Hon. the Commiffioners ")

of the United States. 3

(No. lo.)

jit a meeting of theJlajui'tng Committee of the ivejiern countiesf held

at Brotunfville, {^Redjione Old-Fort) on the zSth and zgth ylw

shA 1794—

THE report of the Committee appoint -d to confer with the

Commiflioners of government, being taken Into confidcratlon,

the following refolutions were adopted, to wit:

1. Refolved, That in the opinion of this Committee, it Is the

Intereft of the people of this country to accede to the propofals

made by the CommilTioners on the part of the United States.

Refolved, That a copy of the foregoing refolution be ttanf-

mittcd to the faid Commifllonei-s.

EDW. COOK, Chairman.

A true Copy.

Albert Gallatin.
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Thefollowing Letter ivas delivered to Hugh H. Brackenrtdge, jui

before his departure to Redflone (Old Fort) directed'*' To Meffrs.

Kirkpatrkky Smithy Powers^ D. Bradfordy Marftjall, Edgar

y

Cooky Gallatin, Lang, Morton, Lucas and Brackenridge, late

conferees*^*

(No. II.)

Plttfburg, Aiigud 27, 1794*

Gentlemen,

SINCE your departure from Plttfburjif, we have tranfmltted

information of our proceedings to the Secretary of State : And

it being evident from them that the fatlsfadory proofs of a fin-

cere fubmlfiioii to the laws cannot be obtained before the ift Sep-

tember, we may undertake to affure you that the movement of

the militia will be fafpendcd until further informatioa is received

from us.

We alfo authorize you to affure the friends of order, who may

be difpofed to exert tliemfelves to reftore the authority of the

laws, that they may rely upon all the protedlion the Government

can give ; and that every meafure neceffary to fupprefs and punifti

the violence of ill difpofed individuals, who may dlffent from the

general fentiment (if there fhould be any fuch) will be promptly

taicn in ihc manner the laws dirccfl.

We are GcntlGmen,

Your moft humble fervanta,

JAMES ROSS,

J.
YEATES,

Wm. BRADFORD.

(No. 12.)

Plttfburg, Sept. I, 1793.

Gentlemen,

The Committee appointed by the Committee of fafety at Red*

ftone the 28th Auguft laft, to confer with the Commiflioners of

the United States and ftate of Pennfylvania, and agreeable to the
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Kfolution of faid Committee, do requcft :

I ft. That the laid Commiflioneis give an affuranceon the part

of the general government, to an indemnity to all perfons as to

the arrearage of excife, that have not entered their ftills to thit

date.

2d. Will the Commlflioners aforefaid give to the eleventh daf

of Odobernext, to take the fenfe of the people at large of the

four counties weft of Pennfylvanis, and that part of Bedford

weft of the Allegheny mountains, and the Ohio county in Vir-

ginia, whether they will accede to the refolution of the faid Com.

miflioners as ftated at large in the conference with the Committee

of conference met at Pittfburgh, the 21ft day of Auguft laft.

By order of the Committee,

John M'Clelland.

The honorable the Commlflioners "V

on the part of the United ?tate£ >
and of the ftate of Pennfylvania. j.

(No. 13.)

Pittfburg, September ift, 1794.

GENTLEME>f,

WE have received your letter of this date ; and as timeprefles

have determined ta^ive it an Immediate anfwer, although wt- (hall

be prevented thereby, from making fo full and correal a reply,

as the importance of the fubjedl requires.

In our correfpondence with the late Commrttee of conference,

we detailed ihofe aflurances of fubmiflion to the laws, which

would have been deemed full and fatisfaftory, and which were ne-

ceflary to the excrcife of the powers vefted in us. This detail

was minutely fettled in a conference with a fub-comraittee of that

body. From a defire on our part to accommodate and to render

the propofals as unexceptionable as poflible, they were altered and

modified at their requeft, 'till being fuperior to all exception,

they received the unaninrous approbation of thofe gentlemen,

l^he detail thus fettled required from the ftanding Cemmittee

aflurances of their explicit determination to fubmit to the laws of
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the United States ;—that they would not dirc^ly or uk\\yc&\y

oppofe the execution of the a£ls for raifing a revenue upon dillill-

€d fpirlts and upon ftills ; and that they would fupport, as far as

the laws require, tlic civil anthority, in affording the protecftion

due to all officers and other citizens. Thcfe afTurances have not

been given. On the contrary, we learn, with emotions difficult

to be reprefled, that in the meeting of the Committee at Redftonc

refiflance to the laws and open rebellion againfl the United States,

were publicly advocated, and that two fifths of that body, re-

prcfentlng twenty-three townfhips, totally difapprove the propof-

als, and preferred the convulfions of a civil contcft to the indulg-

ence offered them by their country. Even the members compof-

ing the majority, alth®ugh, by a /aret and umli/linguyij'mg vote,

they expreffed an opinion, that it was the interejl of the people to

accede to the propofals, did not themfelves accede to them, nor

give the afTurances, nor make the recommendations explicitly re-

quired of them. They have adjourned without day, and the

terms are broken on their part.

We had reafon for requiring thefe declarations and recommend-

ations fionn that body. They werea reprefer.tation (injfi/^,) of

the different townfliips of tlie weftern counties—they were a body

in whom tKc people had cliofcn to place confidence—theie were

among them racu, whofe advice ani example have had influence

in mifleading the people, and it was proper they fhould be inflru-

nsental in recalling them to their duty : and an avowed determi-

nation to fupport the civil authority in prote6ling the officers,

would have afTiftcd in reprefTing the violence of turbulent individuals.

Our expeftations have been unfortunately difappointed : The

terras required have not been acceded to. You hare been

fent hither to demand new terms ;—and it is now ncccfTaty for us

to decide, whether we will return home, or cater into other ar-

rangements.

Upon reflexion, we are fatisfied, that the Prefident of the

United States, while he demands fatisfadory proofs that there

will be In future a perfedl fubmlfTion to the laws, does not wifk
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th^ ;5frcac bod/ of the pevople ihouh] be finally concluded by the

conduit or proceedingrs of that Committee : and if the people

thnnfthes will m^ke the declarations required of the Handing com-

mittee, afid give fatisfadory proof* of a general and fincere deter-

mination to obey the laws, the benefits ofFered may It ill be ob-

tained by thofe individuals, who fliall explicitly avow their fubmif-

fion as herein after mentioned.

It is difficult to decide in wliat manner the faid declarations

and determinations of the people to fubmit peateably fhould be

taken and afcertaii'ed. We have thought much on this fubjedl,

and arc fully fatisfted, that a dccifion by ballot will be wholly un-

fatIsfa6^ory, and that it will be eafy to produce by that mean?, ar»

apparent butdelufive unanimity. It is therefore ncceflary, that

the determination of every individual be publicly announced. In

acrifis, and on a queftion like this, it is difhonorablc to tempo-

rize. Every man ought to declare himfelf openly, and give his

affuiances of fubmiffijn in a manner that cannot be queflloned

hereafter. If a civil conteft muft finally take place, the govern-

ment ought to know not only the iiumberi, but the names of the

faithful citizens, who may otherwife be in danger of being con-

founded with the gullry.— It therefore remains with you to fay,

whether you will recommend fuch a mode of proccedure and will

immediately arrange with us the manner in which the fewfe of

the people may be publicly taken and written afTurances of fwb-

miffion oi)tained, within the time already limited. Wc defirc an

explicit and fpecdy anfwer in writing.

You requeft us "to give afTurances on the part of the United

States, that an indemnity fhall be granted us to the arrears of cx-

cifc, to all pcrfons that have uot entered their flills to this date."

If it were property remit all arrears of duty, we cannot conceive

why thofe who have entered their flills, fliould riot receive a fimilar

indulgence with thofe who have refiifcd to do fo ; nor why you

demand peculiar favors for the oppofcrs of the a£ls, while you

abandon thofe who have complied, to the firidnefs rf the laws.

We hive gone on that fubjeft as far as we think advifcablc.
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The claufw* was introduced at the requefl of the late Committee

of conference ; and even the ftile of exprefllng it was fettled with

them. We therefore have notlung more to add to that fnbjoft.

You require alfo that time be given until the 1 1 th day of 06lo-

ber, *n order to afcertain the fenfe of the people.—That is wholly

jnadmiffible. On the day of the conference, the time allowed

was deemed fufficiently long ; and we arc forty to perceive, that

delay only tends to produce an indlfpofition to decide. There

are ftrong reafans, obvious to a reflecting mind, againft prolong*

Ir.cr the time a fmgle hour. Nothing is required but a declaration

of that duty which every man owes to his country, and every maa

before this day mud have made up his mind on the fubjeft. Six

\reekshave already elapfed fmce the ordinary cxercife of civil au-

ihority has been forcibly fuppreffed, the officers of government

expelled, and the perfons and property of well difpofed citizens

expofed to the outrages of popular violence. The protection

which is due to peaceable citizens—the refpeft which every go-

vernment owes itf.^lf—and the great interefts of tlve United States

demand that the authority of the laws be quickly reftored-. To

this we mny add, that the militia, (which by kte orders from

the Prehdent bave been inc*reafcd to 15,000 men including 1500

riSe.men from Virgiiiia, under the command of Maj. Gen. Moigan)

have received orders to afTcmble, and we cannot undeitake to

promife that their march will be long fufpended. All pofliblc

means to inform, to conciliate, and to recall our fellow citizens to

their duty, have been ufed. If their infatuation ftill continues,

we regret, but aie perfuaded thai farther moderation and forbear-

ance will incrcafe it.

If the whole country /hall declnre its determination peaceably

to f;ihmir, 'the hopes of the Executive will be fulfilled: but if a

y^-'rt of the i il'.ahitants c^*^ the fiirvey fliall peififl in their unjuflifi.

3!>1_' rel"?!lance to the lawfjl aM^hority of the United States, it is

not the i-itenti )ii of the povernnnent to confound the innocent

with the guilty ; —you m^y theref«)re afTure the friends of order

and the laws, that t!»ey may rely upon promptly receivino- all the
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prote^^ion the government can give ; and that efFe^lual meafure*

will be taken to fiipprefs and puniHi the violence of thofe indivi*-

duals who may endeavour to obllrufl the execution of the laws,

and to involve their country in a fcene of calamity, the extent

and ferioufnefs of which it is impcflible to calculate.

It is cafy to perceive from the whole fcope of this letter, thai

no part of it is addreffcd to the gentlemen of Ohio county, ia

Virginia*

JAMES ROSS,

J. YEATES,

Wm. BRADFORD.

To Robert Dickey, John Probft, 'John

Ntfbitt, John Marfhel, David Ph "

John M'Cleland, George Wallace
Samuel Willon.

John -\

ilips, /

, and r

(No. 14.)

Pittfburg, September 2, 1794.

Gentlemen,

WE have received your letter of yefterday, and after having

tluly confidered its contents, we are all of opinion that it is the

interefl and duty of the people in the weflcrn counties of Penn-

fylvania, to fubmit to the execution of the laws of the United

States, and of the Hate of Pennfylvania, upon the principles and

terms ftated by the Commiffioners ; and we will heartily recom-

mend this meafure to them. We are alfo ready to enter into the

detail with you of fixing and afcertaining the time, place, and

manner of colle(?ting the fenfe of the people upon this very mo»

mentous fubjedl.

Signed by the unanimous order of the Committee,

JOHN M'CLELAND.

To the Commiflloners of the Un
States, and of the ftate of Pen

fylvania.

Ited*^

;nn- >
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(No. ij.)

yit n conference between the Comm'iJJi'mers from the United States

and the State cf Pennfyhamay on the one party and Mejfrs,

Prohjl, Dickey, 'Nrjhhy Marjhel, Philips , M'CIeland, IVallacc

and jyUfony conferees appointed hy the Jlandlng Committee y at

Broiunfvllle, (Redflone Old-Fort) on the zSth and 2gth day of

^t/guji I 794, // ivas agreedy that the ajfurances required from

the citizens in thefourth furvey of Pennfylvanhiy Jhould he given

in ivritlr.g, and theirfenfe afcertamed In thefollowing manner.—
I. THAT the citizens of the fald furvey, ( ^lle;;heny county

excepted) of the age of eighteen years and upwards, be required

to affcmblc on Thurfday the iith iiiftaRt, in their refpc£live

townfhips, at the ufual place for holding townfhip meetings

;

and that between the hours of twelve end fcvew in the afternoon

of the fame day, any two or more members of the meeting who

aflembled at Parkinfon's ferry on the 14th ultimo, refidcnt in the

townfhip, or a jullice of the peace of fald townfhip, do openly

propofe to the people afTembled the following qucftions :—" Do
you now engage to fubmit to the laws of the United States, and

that you will not hereafter, diredly or indireftly, oppofe the ex-

ecution of the afis for raifing a revenue upon diftilled fplrits and

ftills ? And you do alfo undertake to fiipport, as far as the laws

require, the civil authority, in affording the protedlion due to all

officers and other citizens?"—Yea or Nay.

That the fald citizens refident in Allegheny county, fhall

meet in their refpedllve elc6lion dlftrlfls on the fald day, and pro-

ceed in the fame manner as if they were afTembled in townfhips.

That a minute of the number of the yeas and nays be made

immediately after afcertaining the fame.

That a written or printed declaration of fuch engagement be

/Sgned by all thofe who vote in the affirmative, of the following

t-cnor, to wit.
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** I do *folemnly promife *hencerorth to fubmit to the laws of

the United States; that I will not dlredly nor indiredlly oppofc

the execution of the a£ls for raifing a revenue on dittllled fplrlts

and ftills, and that I will fupport, as far as the law requires, the

civil authority in affording the protection due to all officers and

other citiKens."

This fhall be figned in the prefence of the faid members or juf*

tices, attefted by him or them, and lodged in his or their hands.

That the faid perfons [o propofing the quedion dated as afore-

faid, do affemble at tlic refpeiftive coUnty court-houfes on the

13th inftant, and do afcertain and make report of the number of

tliofe who voted in the affirmative, in the refpcdlive townfhips or

diftrids, and of the number of thofe who voted in the negative;

together with their opinion, whether there befuch a general fub-

milTion of the people in their refpedtive counties, that an office of

infpedlion may be immediately and fafely eftablifhed therein.

That the faid report, opinion and written o»* printed declara-

tions be tranfmitted to the Commiflioners, or any one of them,

at Uniop Town, on or before the 16th inftant.

If the faid affurances fhall be bona fide given in the manner prc-

fcribed, the Comminioners on the part of the United States do

promife and engage in manner f«llowing, to wit.

—

1, No profecution for any treafon or other indiftable offence

againft: the United States, committed within the fourth furvey of

Pennfylvania, before the 22d day of Auguft laft, fliall be com-

menced or profecuted before the loth day of July next, againft

any perfon who fhall within the time limited fubfcribe fuch affu-

rance and engagement as aforefald, and perform the fame.

2. On the faid loth day of July next there fhall be granted a

general pardon and oblivion of all the faid offences, excluding

G
* Objedions having been made to the words " folemnly" and " hence-

forth," the Coi-nmifTioners by a publication in the Pittlburgh Gazettq,

declared their confent to their being flruck out.
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therefrom, nevertlielefs^ every perfon who fliall reftifc or rcgIcA

to fubfcrlbe fuch afliirancc and engagement in manner aforcfaid,

or fliall after fuch fubfiriptlon violate the fame, or wilfully ob-

fcru^t, or attempt to ob(lju£\, the execution of the faid a£^8, or

be aiding or abetting therein.

3. Congrcfs having by an ?.&. pafiVd on the 5lh day of June

laft, auihcrifed the Hate courts to take cognizance of oftencea

againfl the faid ads for ralfing a revenue upon difli'led fpirits and

ftiils, the Prefident has determi»ed that he will direft fuits againft

fuch delinquents" to be pr^yfecuted therein, if upon experiment it

be found that local prejudices or other caufc? do not oblhu6l the

faithful adminiftration of juftice; but it is to be underflood, that

of this he mull be the judge, and that he docs not mean by this

determination to impair any power veiled in the Executive of the

United States.

4. Certain beneficial arrangements for adjufting delinquencies

and profecutions for penalties now depending, fnall be made and

communicated by the officers appointed to catry the faid afts

into execution.

JAMES ROSS,

J. YEATES,
Wm. BRADFORD.

Signed in behalf of the Committee reprefenting the fourth lurvey

of Pennfylvania, unanimoufly by the members prefent.

John Probst, Robert Dickey, John Nisbitt,

David Philips, John Marshel, Samuel

Wilson, Geo Wallace, John McClelland.

Pittfburg, September 2, 1 794.

WE, the underwritten, do alfo promife, in behalf of the flate

of Pennfylvania, that in cafe the affuranccs now propofed, fliall

be bona fide given and performed, until the loth day ©f July next,

nn adl office and general pardon and oUivion of a i treafons, in-
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furreftions, arfons, riots, and other ofTcnces inferior to riots,

committed, counfelled or fuffered, by any perfon or perfoRS

within the four weftcra counties of Pinnfylvania, fince the 14th

day of July laft; paft, fo fai as the fame concerns the faid ftate, or

the government thereof, fnall be then granted ; excluding there-

from every perfon who fhall refufc or negle6t to fubfcribe fuch.

afTurance, or who fhall after fuch fubfcription wilfully violate or

obftrud the laws of the ftatcor of the United States.

THOMAS M'KEAN,

WILLIAM IRVINE.

(No. 16.)

WE, the fubfcribers, members of the Committee who met at

Parkefon's Ferry on the 14th Auguft lail, and Juftices of the

Peace of the different townfliips in Wafhington county, met thia

13th day of September, 1794, do find ourfelves under great em-

barraffment to exprefs our fentiments and opinions vi'hether there

be fuch a general fubmlflion of the people as that an ofiice of in-

fpedllon may be immediately and fafely eftabllfned in this couaty

:

yet we are free to declan*, that no oppofition fliall arife from us

the underfigned to the excife law, or to any officer appointed under

it, and we believe and are of opinion, that a large majoriiy of the

inhabitants of the refpedive townfhips I« this county will acqui-

cfce and fubmit to the faid laws, under a hope and firm belief

that the Congrefsof the United States will repeal faid law.

Given under our hands at Wafhington Court-houfe, the 13th

of September, 1794.

DAVID BRADFORD, and 27 others.

(No. 17.)

Unity Townfhip, Weflmoreland County, Sept. 15th, 17941

Sir,

WE prefume you had information of the oppofition we met

with by a turbulent banditti a,t our townfhip meeting, on the 1 ilh
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inftant—that thfy fnatcbcd away the paper from one of the Com*

mittee who met at Parkefou's Ferry, when taking In the fub-

fcrlption.

On the Saturday following, a numbeT of the inhabitants vohin-

tarily met and fubfcribcd the paper propofed by the Commifll-

bnersonthe part of government, but the time being fo fhort, the

people generally could not hate an opportunity of declaring their

approbation ; but we are of opinion that a great majority of the

xnoft refpe£^able Inhabitants would chearfully agree to fign, had

they an opportunity ; there are alfo a number of thofe who were

aftlve in the oppofitlon, who came fmce forward and figned.

The whole amount of fubfcribers are one hundred and feven.

We have fecured fafely the original papers ; and fhould it be

thouo-ht neceffary to have a lift of the names tranfmltted to y©u,

a line addreffed to the Committee of Unity Townfliip, will be

duly attended to-

We arc with due refpe6^,

Yoqr moft obedient humble fervants,

GEO. SMITH,

JAMES MONTGOMERY.
James Ross, Efquire.

(No. iS.)

Union Town, Sept. 1 6, 1 794,

We the fubfcribers having according to refolutionsofthe Com-

mittee of townfhips, for the county of Fayette, aded as judges,

on the eleventh inftant, at the meetings of the people cf the faid

county refpedlively convened at the places in the firft, fecond,

and third election diftriifls, where the general ele6lionsarc ufually

held (no judge or member of the Committee attending from the

fourth and laft diftri6l, which confifts of the townfhips of Tyrone

and Bullrt<in) do hereby certify, that five hundred and fixty of

the people thus convened on the day aforefaid, did then and thcie
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drclarc their deterrnloatlou to fubmit to the laws of the United

States in the manner exprefTed by the Commiflioners on the part

of the Unian, in their letter dated the 2 2d day of Auguft lafl ;

the total number of thofe who attended on that occalion, bein^

only fcven hundred and twenty-one, that is to fay, fomething lefs

than one third of the number of citizens of the faid three dillriAs.

And we do further certify, that from our prevvious knowledge

i>f the difpofition of the general body of the people, and from

the anxiejy fince difcovered by many, (who, cither from not

having had notice, or from not having underftood the importance

of thu queftion, did not attend) to give fimilar afTurances offub-

miffion, we are of opinion that the majority of thofe citizens wlio

did not attend are difpofed to beliave peaceably and with due fub-

fniflion to the laws.

ALBERT GALLATIN,
WILLIAM ROBERTS,
GEORGE DIEUTH,
JAMES WHITE,
JOHN JACKSON,
ANDw. RABB,
THOMAS PATTERSON.

Department of State, Oilober 7th, 1794.

I hereby certify, that the aforegoing Report, and the Documents,

No. I— 18, inclufive, therein referred to, are truly copied from files

in the Office of the Department of State.

GEO: TAYLOR, jr. Chief Clerk,
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—ERRATA
The ^JoUow'ing is the report which was marked No. fj, anJ

ought to have Seen Infvrted in the place of the paper which ^ thro*

mi/take, is printed inpage 51.

WE the fubfcribers, judges of a general election held In the

feveral townfln'ps of the county, for the purpofe of afcertainlng

certain afTurances required of the citizens by the Commiffioners

on the part of the government, and agreed to on the part of the

delegates, i.aving met this day, and taken Into co-.-fideration the

returns from faid townfhip (true copies of which have been

returned to one of the Commiffioners) and finding that fome gave

onij- gen£ral affiirances of their fubmifiion and ^ifpofition for

peace, witliout individually figning the fame, and others In num-

ber, according to the returns by them refpcftively made,—DO
CERTIFY, that in our opinion, as ill difpofcd lawlefs perfons

could fuddenly affemble and offer violence. It would not be fafe In

imfnedlately eftablirtiing an ofBcc of Infpeftion therein.

Given under our hands at the court-houfe in Grcenfburgh, this

thirteenth day of September, In the year of our Loid one thou-

sand feven hundred and ninety-four.

James M'Lean,

Ebenezar Brady,

/ Clements Burleigh,

Hugh MapxTin,

John Denniston,

Chr. Finley,

John Kirkpatrick,

John Young,

James Caldwell,

Jas. Irwin,

James Brady,
^ John Anderson,

John Findley,

Jeremiah Muray,

George Ambnt.
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BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION.

WHEUEAS from a hope, that the combinations againft

the Conftitution and Laws of the United States in cer-

tain of the weftcrn counties of Pennfylvania would yield to time

and refle6lion, I thought it fufficient, in the firft inllance rather

to tah meafures for calling forth the militia, than immediately to

embody them ;—but the moment is now come, when the overtures

of forgivenefs with no other condition, than a fubmifllon to law,

have been only partially accepted—when every form of concili-

ation, not inconfiftent with the being of Government, has beeri

adopted without effedl ;—when the well difpofed, in thofe coun-

ties, are unable by their influence, and example to reclaim the

wicked from th«"ir fury, and are compelled to afTociate in their own

defence ;—when the proffered lenity has been pervetfely mifinter-

preted into an apprehenfion, that the citizens will march with

relu6^ance ;—when the opportunity of examining the ferious con-

fcquences of a trcafonable oppofition has been employed in propa-

gating principles of anarchy, endeavoring through emiffaries to

alit?nate the friends of order from its fupport, and inviting its ene-

mies to perpetrate fimilar adts of infurrection ;—when it is mani-

fcft, that violence would continue to be exercifed upon every at-

tempt to enforce the laws j—when therefore Government is fet at

defiance, the contefl being whether a fmall portion of the United

States fliall di^late to the whole Union, and at the expenfe of

thofe, who defire peace, indulge a defperate ambition. Now
therefore I George Washington Prefident of the United

States, in obedience to that high and irrefiftlble duty configned

to me by the Conflitution " to take care that the laws be faith-

fully executed j"—deploring that the American name fliould be,
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fuUled by the outrages of citizens on tlie' own Government ;—

commiferating fuch, as remu' i o' ftinat* from delulion ;—but

refolved in perfe£l reliance on that gracl us Providence whicli fo

fignally difplays its goodnefs towards tl)' Country, to reduce the

refraftor)'^ to a due fubordination to th« law ;—do hereby declare

and make known, tliat with a fatisfac '

n, which can be equal-

led only by the merits of the militia, fum.moned into fervice from

the States of New Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Maryland, and Virginia,

I have received intelligence of their patriotic alacrity, in obeying

the call of the prefent, though painful, yet commanding neceflity
;

that a force, which according to every reafonable expectation is

adequate to the exigency, is already in motion to the fcene of dif-

affedlon ;—that thofe who have confided, or fhall confide in the

protection of Government, fhall meet full fuccour under the ftand-

ard, and from the arms of the United States ;—that thofe who

having offended againft the law have fince intitled themfelves to

indemnity will betreatcd with the mod liberal good faith, if they fliall

not have forfeited their claim by any fubfequent conduct ; and that

Inftruftlons are given accordingly. And I do moreover exhort

all individuals, officers, and bodies of men, to contcinplate with

abhorrence the meafures, leading diredly or Indiredlly to thofe

crimes, which produce this refort to military coercion ;—to

check, in their refpeftive fphercs the efforts of mifguided or de-

figning men to fubftitute their mifreprefentatlons in the place of

truth and their difcontents in the place of ftable Government ;

—

and to call to mind, that as the people of the United States have

been permitted under the divine favor, in perfeft freedom, after

folemn deliberation, and In an enlightened age, to eleft their own

Government ; fo will their gratitude for this Ineflimable blefHng

be bed diftlnguifhcd by firm exertions to maintain the Conftltu-

tion and the Laws. And laftly 1 again warn all perfons whom-

foever and wherefoever, not to abet, aid or comfort the Infur-

gents aforefald, as they will anfwer the contrary at their peril ;

and 1 do alfo require all officers and other citizens according to
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their fcveral duties, as far as may be in their power, to bring under

the cognizance of the law all offenders In the prcmifea.

IN WITNESS whereof 1 have caufed the fcal of the United

States of America to be affixed to thcfe prefents, and

figned the fame with my hand. Done at the City of Phi-

ladelphia the twenty fifth day of September one thoufand

feven hundred and ninety four, and of the Independence of

the United States of America the nineteeneh.

G^3 WASHINGTON

,

By the Prefident,

£dm : Randolph.

True Copy,

Geo. Taylor, Jr.

H
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Communication from Gov. M'lfflin to the Prefident of the United

StiiieSf on the mfurreclion in the Wejlern counties of Pennfyhania,

Sir,

THE Important fubjecS^, which led to our conference on Satur-

day hfl, and the Intereltlng difcuflion that then took place, hav-

ing fince engHged my whole attention, T am prepared, in compli-

ance with your requcft,to ftate with candor the meafures which, in

my opinion, ought to be purfued by the Commonwealth of Penn-

fylvania. The circumltances of the cafe e/idenlly require a firm

and energetic conduct on our part, as wed as on the part of the

General Government ; but as they do not preclude the exercifc

of a prudent and humane policy, I enjoy a fincere gratification in

recollecting the fentiment of regret, with which you contem-

plated the polTfble necefilty of an appeal to arms : For I confefs,

that in mnnifciling a zealous difpofition to fccure obedience to

the Conllitmions and Law* of our Country, I too fhall ever pre-

fer the inflruments of conciliation to thofe of coercion ; and never,

but in the laft refort, countenance a dcrelidion of Judiciary au-

thority, for the exertion of military forcf.

Under the influence of this general fentiment, I (hall proceed.

Sir, to deliver my opinion relatively to the recent riots in the

county of Allegheny, recapitulating, in the firfl place, the a(ftual

ftate of the information which I have received. It appears, then,

that the Mardial of the Dlltrid having, without molefiatlon,

ferved certain procefs, that iflued from a Federal Court, on vari-

ous citizens who refide in the county of Fayette, thought it pro-

per to profecute a fimilar duty in the couity of Allegheny,

with the afTidance, aud in the company of Gen. Nevill; the in.

fpedtor of the Excife for the Wellcrn Dlftrift of Pennfylvania :

that while thus accompanied he fuffercd fome Infults, and encoun-

tered fome oppofitlon ; that co;-.fideri.ble bodies af armed men

havingwPt feveral times, demanded the furrenderof Gen. Nevill's

eommifiion and papers, attacked and, ultimately, deftroyed his

boufe : that thele rioters (of whom a few were killed, and many
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wounded) having taken the Marfhal and others pnfoners, releafed

that officer, In confidcration of a promife, that lie would fcrvc no

more procefs on the weftcni lidc of the Allegheny Mountain :

that, under the apprehenlion of violence, Gen. Ncvill, before his

houfe was deltroyed, applied to the Judgjes of Allegheny county

for theprotet^ion of his property, but the Judges on the 17th day

of July,theday on which his houfe vrasdeftroyed, declared that they

could not, in the prefent circumflances, afford the prc)te6^ion that

was requefted, though they offered to Inftltutc profccutions agalMft

the offenders; and that Gen. Nevill and the Matfhal, menaced

with further outi age by the rioterg, had been under the neceffity

of withdrawing from the country. To this outline of the adual

information refpefling the riots, the ftoppage of the mail may be

added, as matter of aggravation ; and the propofed convention

of the inhabltaots of the neighbouring counties of Pennfylvania

and Virginia, as matter of alarm.

Whatever conftrudlon may be given, on the part of the United

States, to the fads that have been recited, I cannot hefitate to

declare on the part of Pennfylvania, that the incompetency of the

Judiciary Depaitment of her Government, to vindicate the violat-

ed lavtrs, has not at this period beer, made fufficiently apparent,

and that the military pjwer of the Government ought not to be

employed, until its Judiciary authority, after a fair experiment,

has proved incompetent to er.force obedience, or to punifh infrac-

tions of the law.

The law having effabllfhed a tilbunal and prefcrlbed the mode

for inveftigating every charge, has hkewlfe attached to every

offence its proper punifhment. If an opponent of the Excife-

fyftem refufes or omits to peih)rm the duty whieh that fyftem

prefcribes to him. In common with his fellow citizens, his refufal,

or omiffion, expofes him to the penalty of the law ; but the pay-

ment of the penalty expiates the legal offence. If a riot is com-

mitted in the courfe of a refjflance to the execution of any law,

the rioters cxpofe thcmfclves to the profecution and punifhment^
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but tlie fufFerance of their fentencc extinguilhes their crime. In

cither inflance. however, if the ftrength and audacity of a la.vlefs

combination fhall baffle and deftroy the efforts of the Judiciary-

authority to recover a penalty, or to iriflicl a punidiment, that

authority may conftitutlonally claim the auxiliary intervention of

a military povsrer ; but (llll the intervention cannot commence

'till the impotency of the Judicial authority has been proved by

experiment, nor continue a moment longer than the occafion for

which it was exprefsly required. That the laws of the Union are

the laws of the ftate, is a Conftltutional axiom that will never be

controverted : that the authority of the ftate ought to be exerted

in maintaining the autherity of the Union, is a patriotic pofition

which 1 have uniformly inculcated :—but in executing the laws or

maintaining the authority of the Union, the government of Penn-

fylrania can only employ the fame means, by which the more pe-

culiarly Municipal laws and authority of the State are executed

and maintained. Till the Riot was committed, no offence had

occurred, which required the aid of the ftate government :

—

When it was committed, it became the duty of the ftate government

to profccute the offenders>a« for a breach of the public peace and

the laws of the Commonwealth, and if the meafurcs (hall be pre-

clfely what woud have been puifued, had the Riot been ur.con-

nedled with the fyftem of Federal policy, all 1 prefumc, will be

done, which good faith and jufticc can ^require. Had the Riot

been unconnedled with the fyftem of Federal policy, the vlndica-

tion of our laws would be left to the ordlnarj' courfe of j nil ice ;

and only in thelatt refort, at the requifition, and as an auxiliary

of the civil authority, would the military force of the ftate be cal-

led forth.

Experience fiirnifties the ftrongeft inducements to my mind,

for perfevering in this lenient courfe. Riots have heretofore been

committed in oppofition to the laws of Pennfylvania, but the

Rioters have Invariably been punlfhed by our courts of juftlcc.

In oppofitton to the laws of the United States, in oppofuion to
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the very laws now oppofcd, and in the very counties fuppofed to

be combined in the prcfent oppofuion, riot* have, likewife, for-

merly occurred ; but in every in (lance, fupported by legal proof,

the offenders have been indi(fled, convi£led, and puniftied^ before

the tribunals of the (late. This refult does not announce a defedl

of jurisdicl:ion—a want of Judicial power, or difpofition to punifli

infraftions of the law ; a necelTity for an appeal from the political

to the phyfical ftrcngth of the nation.

But another principle of policy deferves fome confideration. in

a free country it mufl be expedient to convince the citizens of the

neccluty, that fhall, at anytime, induce the government to em-

ploy the coercive authority with which it is inverted. To con-

vince them tiidt it is ncceffary to call forth the Military power,

for the purpofc of executing the laws, it muft be (hewn, that the

Judicial power has, in vain, attempted to punifli thofe who violate

them : and, therefore, tkinkmg, as I do, th:it tiie incompetency

of the Judicial power of Pcnnfylvania has not yet been fufficient-

ly afcertained, I remarked, in the cou'-fe of our late conference,

that I did not think it would be an eafy tafk to embody the militia

on the prefent occafion. The citizens of Pcnnfylvania (however

a part of them may, for a while be deluded) are the friends of

law and order ; but when the inhabitants of one diflridl fiiall be

required to take arris againft the'inhabitants of another, their ge-

neral charadler does not authorize me to promife a pafTive obedi-

ence to the mandates of government. I believe, that as freemen

they would enquire int® the caufe and nature of the fervice pro-

pofed to them ; and, I believe, tliat their alacrity in performing,

as well as in accepting it, would effcutially depend on their opini-

on of Its juftice and neccflity.

Upon great political emergencies, the eflFeft of every m?afure

/hould be deliberately weighed. If it fliall be doubted, whether

faying that the Judiciary power \s yet untried, is enough to deter

us from the immediate ufc of military force, an anticipation of

the probable confcqucnces of that awful appeal, will enable uj»
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pcrliips fatlsfa£\orlly to remove or overlook the doubt. Will not

the refort to force enflame and cement the exilHng oppofition ?

Will it not afToGiate, in a common refiftance, thofe who have hi-

therto peaceably, as well as thofe who have riotoufly, exprcfTed

their abhorrence of the Excife ? Will it not colle£i: and combine

every latent principle of dllcontent, arifing from thefuppofed op-

prefiive operations of the Federal judiciary, the ()bftru6\ion of

the Weftern navigation, and a variety of other local fources ?

May not the magnitude of the oppofuion, on the part of the ill-

difpofed, or the difsatisfa6lion at a premature refort to arms, oa

the part of the well difpofed citizens of this Hate, eventually in-

volve the nccefllty of employing the militia of other dates ? And
the accumulation of difcontent, which the jealoufy engendered

by that movement may produce, who can calculate, or who will

be able to avert ? Nor, in this view of tiie fubjed, ought we to

omit paying fome regard to the ground for fufpefking, that the

Britifli Government has already, infidioufly and unjuflly, attempt-

ed to fcduce the citiz?:is on our Weftern frontier from their duty;

an^, we know, that in a moment of defperation or difi^aift, men

may be led to accept that as an afylum, which, under different

imprefiions> they would fliun as a fnare. It will not, I am per-

fnaded, fii, beprefumed, from the exprcfiion of thefe fsntiments,

that I am insenfihle to the indignation, which the late outrages

ou'iht to excite in the mind of a M:ipiftrate, entrufted with the

execution of the laws. My obje6t, at prefent, is to domonftrate,

that on the principles of policy, as well as of law, it would be

improper in me t<) employ the military power of the ftate, while

itsjndiciary authority is compeicnt to pnnifh the ofTenders. But

fhoulJ the judiciary authority prove infuT.cient, be affured of the

m 'ft vJjrorons co-operation of the v hole force which the Confli-

tution and Laws of the State entruft to me, for the purpofe of

c'jmpelhng a due obedience to the Government ; and, in that un-

fortunate event, convinced that every other expedient has been

Tcforted to in vain, the puyic opinion will fan^iify our meafures,
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and every Vioneft citizen rlU willingly lend his aid to {Irenglhcn

and promote them.

The fteps which under my inflruftions were taken, as foon ?.&

the intelligence refpedling the riots was received, will clearly, in-

deed, manifed the feiife that I entertain upon the fuhjefl. To

every Judge, JiiUice, Sheriff, Brigade Infpcctor, in ftiort to

every public officer refiding in the Wellern counties, a letter was

ad JrefTed exprefling my indignation and regret, and requiring aa

exertion of their influence and authority to fupprefs the tumults

and punidi the offenders.

The Attorney General of the flate was, llkewife, defired to

invelligate the circumftances of the riot, to afcertain the names

of the rioters, and to inftitute the regular procefs of the law, for

bringing the leaders tojuftice. In addition to thefe preliminary

meafures, I propofe ifTuing a Proclamation, in order to declare

(as far as I can declare them) the fentimcnts of the Government

;

to announce a determination to profecute and punifh the offenders

;

and to exhort the citizens at large to purfue a peaceable and pa-

triotic condudt : 1 propofe engaging three refpe(51able citizens to

a6l as Commiliioners for addreffing thofe who have embarked in

the prefent combination, upon the lawlefs nature, and ruinous

tendency of their proceedings ; for inculcating the ncceflity of an

immediate return to the duty which they owe to their country ;

and for promifing (as far as the ftate is concerned) a forgivenefs

of their paft transgreffions, upon receiving a fatisFadtory afTurance

that, in future, they will fubmit to the laws : and I propofe, if

all thefe expedients fliould be abortive, to convene the Legiflature,

that the ultimate means of fubduing the fpirit of infurre<ftion,

and of relloringtranquillity and order, may beprefcribed by their

wifdom and authority.

You will perceive, fir, that throughout my obfervatlons, 1

have cautiouny avoided any reference to the nature of the evi-

dence, from which the fads that relate to the riots are colleded,

©r to the condu(ft which the Government of the United States
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may purfue on this important occafioH. I hare hitherto, icdcec!,

only fpoken as the Executive Magillrate of Pennfylvania, charged

with a general fuperintendance and care that the laws of the Com-

monwealth be faithfully executed, leaving it as 1 ought implicitly

to your judgment, tochufe on fuch evidence as you approve,,the

mcafures for difcharging the analogous truil which is confided to

you in relation to the laws of the Union, But before 1 conclude,

it is proper under the impreflian of my Federal obligations, to

add a full and unequivocal affurance, that whatever requifition

you may make, whatever duty you may impofe, in purfuance of

your conftitutional and legal powers, will on my part be promptly

undertaken, and faithfully difcharged.

I have the honor to be,

With pcrfedl refpe6l.

Sir,

Your Excellency's

Mofl obedient humble ferrant.

True Copy.

Philadelphia,

5th Auguft 1794.

To the Prefident of the United Statu.

THO. MIFFLIN-

George Taylor, Jr.
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COMMUNICATION from the Secretary of

State to Governor Mifiin^ in anfwer to his

of c^th Auguft to the Prejidefit of the United

States.

DEPARTMENT of STATE,

Augitji ']th, 1794.

Sir,

THE Prefident of the United States has direfted me to

acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 5th inftant and

to communicate to you the following reply.

In requefting an interview with you on the fubjeft of thq

recent difturbances in the weflern parts of Pennfylvania the

Prefident, befides the defire of manifefting a refpeftful atten-

tion to the Chief Magiftrate of a State immediately affefted,

was influenced by the hope, that a free conference guided

by a united and comprehenfive view of the Conftitutions of

the United States and of Pennfylvania, and of the refpeftive
;

inftitutions, authorities, rights, and duties of the two Go-

vernments would have aflifted him in forming more precife

ideas of the nature of the co-operation, which could beefta-

bliflied between them, and a better judgment of the plan,

which it might be advifeable for him to purfue, in the execu-

tion of his truft in fo important and delicate a conjunfture.

This having been his obje6b, it is matter of fome regret, that

the courfe, which has been fuggefted by you, as proper to

be purfued, feems to have contemplated Pennfylvania in a

light too feparate and unconnefted. The propriety of that

courfe, in moft, if net in all refpefts, would be fufceptible

f>f little queflion : if there were no Focdcral Government,

I
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Foederal Laws, Foederal Judiciary, or Foedcial Officers ; if

important laws of the United States, by a fcries of violent,

as well as of artful expedients, had not been fruflrated in

their execution for more than three years ; if Officers imme-

diately charged with that execution, after fuffering much and

repeated infult, abufe, perfonal ill treatment, and the deftruc-

tion of property, had not been compelled for fafety to fly the

places of their refidence, and the fcenes of their official du-

ties ; if the fervice of the proceffes of a Court of the United

States, had not been refifted, the Marfhal of the Diftrift

made and detained for fome time prifoner, and compelled for

fafety alfo to abandon the performance of his duty, and return

by a circuitous route to the feat of Government ;—if in fine,

a Judge of the United States had not in due form of law noti-

fied to the Prefident, " that in the counties of Wafhington

" and Alleghany, in Pennfylvania, laws of the United States

*' are cppofed, and the execution thereof obftrufted, by com-

" binations too powerful to be fuppreffed by the ordinary

" courfe of Judicial proceedings or by the powers vefted in

" the Marfhal of that Biflrift." It is true, your Excellency

has remarked that in the pkn fuggefted, you have only fpoken

as the Executive Magiftrate of Pennfylvania, charged with a

general fuperintendance and care, that the laws of the Com-

monwealth be fully executed, leaving Tt implicitly to the

judgment of the Prefident to choofe, on fuch evidence as he

approves, the meafures for difcharging the analogous trufi,

which is confided to him in relation to the laws of the Union.

But it is impoffible not to think that the current of the obfer-

vations in your letter, efpecially as to the confequences which

may refult from the employment of coercive meafures previous

to the preliminary courfe which is indicated in it, may be

conftrued to imply a virtual difapprobation of that plan of

conduQ: on the part of the General Government in the aftual
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ftage of its affairs, which you acknowledge would be proper

on the part of the Government of Pennfylvania if arrived at

a fimilar ftagc. Let it be affumed here (to be more particu-

larly fliewn hereafter) that the Government of the United

States is now at that point, where it is admitted, if the Go-

vernment of Pennfylvania was, the employment of force, by

its authority, would be juftifiablc—And let the following

extrafts be confultcd for the truth of the inference which has

been juft exprefied—" Will not the refort to force inflame

*' and cement the exifting oppofition ? Will it not affociate

" in a common refiftance thofe who have hitherto peaceably,

* as well as thofe who have riotoufly, exprefied their abhor-

" rence of the Excife ? Will it not colleft and combine every

" latent principle of difcontent, arifmg from the fuppofed
'' opprefiive operations of the Foederal Judiciary, the ob-

*' ftruftion of the weftern navigation and a variety of other

'• local fources ? May not the magnitude of the oppofition on
" the part of the ill difpofed, or the diflatisfaftion of a prema-

*' ture refort to arms on the part of the well difpofed citizens

" of the State, eventually involve the neceflity of employing
*'• the militia of other States ? And the accumulation of dif-

*• content which the jealoufy engendered by that rnovement

" may produce who can calculate, or who will be able to

" avert ?" '

Thefe important queftions naturally give birth to the fol-

lowing ferious refleftions. The iffue of human affairs are in

the hand of Providence. Thofe entrufted with them in So-

ciety have no other fure guide than the fincere and faithful

difcharge of their duty, according to the beft of theirjudgment.

In emergencies great and difficult, not to aft with an energy

proportioned to their magnitude and preffure, is as dangerous

as any other conceivable courfe. In the prefent cafe, not to
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exert the means, which the laws prefcribe for effeftuating

their own execution, would be to facrifiee thofe Laws, and

with them the Conftitution, the Government, the principles

of fociai Order, and the Bulwarks of private right and fecu-

rity. What worfe can happen from the exertion of thofe

means ?

If, as cannot be doubted, the great Body of the Citizens

of the United States are attached to the Conftitution, which

they have eftablifhed for the management of their common

concerns—If they are refolved to fupport their own Autho-

rity in that of the Conftitutional Laws, again ft diforderly and

violent combinations of comparatively fmall portions of the

Community—If they are determined to proteft each other in

the enjoyment of fecurity to perfon and property—If they

are decided to preferve the Character of Republican Govern-

ment, by evincing that it has adequate refources for maintain-

ing the Public Order :—If they are perfuaded, that their

fafety and their welfare, are materially connefted with the

prefervation of the Union, and confequently of a Govern-

ment adequate to its exigencies :—-In fine, if they are difpofed

to continue that ftate of refpeftability and profperity, which

is now dcfervedly the admiration of mankind—-the enterprife

to be accompliflied, fliould a refort to force prove inevitable,

though diiagreeable and painful, cannot be arduous pr alarm-

ing.

If, in addition to thefe difpofitions in the community at

large, the officers of the governments of the refpedive States,

feeling it to be not only a patriotic, but a Conftitutional

duty (inculcated by the oath enjoined upon all the officers of

? State, Legiflative, Executive and Judicial) to fupport in

their feveral ftations, the Conftitution of the United States

—

fnall be difpofed as occafion may require (^ thing as little to
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be doubted as the former) with fincerity and good Faith to

co-operate with tjie government of the United States to fe-

cond with all their influence and weight its legal and necef-

fary meafures by a real and fubftantial concert ; then the en-

terprife to be accompliflied can hardly ever be deemed diffi-

cult.

But if. contrary to the anticipations which are entertained

of thefe favorable difpofition, the great body of the people

fhould be found indifferent to the preservation of the govern-

ment of the Union, or infenfible to the neceflity of vigorous

exertions to repel the danger, which threatens their mod im-

portant interefls ; or if an unwillingnefs to encounter partial

inconveniences fhould interfere with %he difcharge of what

they owe to their permanent welfare ; or if either yielding to

the fuggeftions of particular prejudices, or mifled by the arts

which may be employed to infufe jealoufy and difcontent,

they fhould fuffer their zeal for the fupport of public order

to be relaxed by an unfavorable opinion of the merits and

tendency of the meafures, which may be adopted ; if above

all, it were poflible that any of the State governments fhould,

inftead of prompting the exertions of the citizens, affifl di-

reftly or indireftly in damping their ardor, by giving a wrong

biafs to their judgment, or by difleminating diflatisfaftion

with the proceedings of the general Government, or fhould

counteract: the fuccefs of thofe proceedings by any finifler

influence whatever,—then indeed, no one can calculate, or

may be able to avert, the fatal evils with which fuch a fhate

of things would be pregnant. Then indeed, the foundations

of our political happinefs may be deeply fhaken, if not alto-

gether overturned.

The Prefident, however, can fuppofe none of thefe things,

He cherifhes an unqualified confidence in the virtue and good
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fenfe of the people, jn the integrity and patiiotifm of the

officers of the State Governments—and he counts abfolutely

en the fame afFeftionate fupport, which he has experienced

upon all former occafions, and which he is confcious that the

goodnefs of his intentions now, not lefs than heretofore,

merits.

It has been promifed to fhew more particularly hereafter,

that the government of the United States is now at that point,

where it is confeffed, if the State Government was, the em-

ployment of force on its part, would be juftifiable. This

promife remains to be fulfilled.

The fafts already noted, eflablifh the conclufion, but to

render it palpable, it will be of ufe to apply them to the por-

tions which your Excellency has been pleafed to lay down.

You admit that, as the offences committed, refpeft the

State, the military power of the government ought to be em-

ployed, where its judiciary authority, after a fair experiment,

had proved incompetent to enforce obedience or to punifh

infraftions of the law, that if the fhrength and audacity, of a

lawlefs combination fhaH baffle and deftroy the efforts of the

judiciciary authority, to recover a penalty or inflift a punifh-

ment, that authority may confhitutionally claim the auxilliary

intervention of the military power ;—that in the lafl refort,

at the requifition, and as an auxiliary of the civil authority

the military force of the State would be called forth. And

you declare, that the circumftances of the cafe evidently re-

quire a firm and energetic conduft on the part both of State

and general Government,

For more than three years, as already obferved, certain

laws of the United States have been obftru6led in their exe-

cution, by diforderly combinations. Not only officers,
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whofe immediate duty it was to carry them into effctl, have

fufFered violent perfonal outrage and injury, and deftmftion

of property, at different times, but fimilar perfecution has

been extended to private citizens, who have aided, counte-

nanced, or only complied with the laws. The violences

committed have been fo frequent and fuch in their degree as

to have been matter of general notoriety arid alarm—and it

may be added, that they have been abundantly within the

knowledge and under the notice of the Judges and Marfhals

of Pennfylvania, of fuperior as well as of inferior jurifdiftion.

If in particular inftances, they have been punifhed by the

exertions of the magiftrates, it is at leaft certain, that their

effefts have been in the main ineffeftual. The fpirit, has con-

tinued, and, with fome intervals of relaxation, has been pro-

grefllve, manifefting itfelf in reiterated excefles. The Judi-

ciary authority of the United States has alfo, prior to the at-

tempt, which preceded the late crifis, made fome fruitlefs

efforts under a former Marfhal,—an officer fent to execute

procefs was deterred from it, by the manifeft danger of pro-

ceeding. Thefe particulars ferve to explain, the extent, ob-

ftinacy, and inveteracy of the evil.

But the fafts which immediately decide the complexion of

the exifting crifis, are thefe. Numerous delinquencies exifled,

with regard to a compliance with the laws laying duties on

fpirits diftilled within the United States and upon ftills. An
armed banditti, in difguife, had recently gone to the houfe of

an Officer of the Revenue in the night, attacked it, broken

open- the doors^ and by menaces of inftant death enforced by

piftols prefented at him, had compelled a furrender of his

Commifhon. and Books of Office. Cotemporary a6ls of vio-

lence had been perpetrated in other quarters. Proceffes iffued

out of a Court of the United States to recover the penalties

incident to non-compliance with the laws, and to bring to
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punifhrnentthc' violent infraftors of them, in tlic abovemen-

tioned cafe, againfl two of whom indiftments had been found.

The Marfhal of the Diftrift went in perfon to execute thefc

procefles. In the courfe of his duty, he was aftually fired

upon on the high road, by a body of armed men. Shortly

after other bodies of armed men (in the laft inftance amount-

ing to feveral hundred perfons j repeatedly attacked the houfe

of the Infpeftor of the Revenue with the declared intention

of compelling him to renounce his office, and of obflrufting

the execution of the laws. One of thefe bodies of armed

men made prifoner of the Marfhal of the diftrift, put him in

jeopardy of his life, and did not releafe him till for fafety,

and to obtain his liberty, he engaged to forbear the further

execution of the proceffes with which he was charged. In

confequence of further requifitions and menaces of the infur-

gents, the Marfhal, together with the Infpeftor of the Reve-

nue, have been fmce under the necefTity of flying fecretly,

and by a circuitous route, from the fcene of thefe tranfaftions,

towards the feat of government.

An affociate Juftice, purfuant to the provifions of the

Laws for that purpofe, has; in the manner already dated,

officially notiiied the Prefident of the exiftence of combina-

tions in two of the counties of this State to obftruft the exe-

cution of the laws, too powerful to be fupprefled by the ju-

diciary authority, or by the powers of the Marffial.

Thus then is it unequivocally, and in due form, afcertain-

ed in reference to the Government of the United States, that

the Judiciary Authority, after a fair and full experiment, has

proved incompetent to enforce obedience to, or to punifh in-

fraftions of the Laws—that the ftrcngth and audacity of cer-

tain lawlefs combinations have baffled and deftroyed the ef-

forts of the Judiciary Authority to recover penalties or inflift
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punifhment, and that this authority, by a regular notification of

this ftate of things, has in the lall refort, as an auxiliary of

the Civil Authority, claimed the intervention of the military

power of the United States. It refults from thefe fafts, that

the cafe exifls, when according to the pofitions advanced by

your Excellency in reference to the State Government, the

military power may, with due regard to all the requifue cau-

tions, be rightfully interpofed. And that the interpofition

of this power is called for, not cnly by principles of a firm,

and energetic conduft, on the part of the General Govern-

ment, but by the indifpenfable duty, which the Conftitution

and the Laws prefcribe to the Executive of the United States,

In this conclufion, your Excellency's difcernment on ma-

ture refleftion, cannot, it is prefumed, fail to acquiefce—

.

nor can it refufe its concurrence in the opinion which the

Prefident entertains, that he may reafonably expeft when
called for, the zealous co-operation of the Militia of Penn-

fylvania—that as Citizens, Friends to Law and Order they

may comply with the call without any thing that can pro-

perly be denominated " a pafhvc obedience to the mandatef

of Government," and that as Freemen, judging rightly of

the caufe and nature of the fervice propofed to them they

will feel themfelves under the moll facred of obligations to

accept and to perform it with alacrity. The theory of our
political inflitutions knows no difference between the obliga*

tions of our Citizens in fuch a cafe, whether it relate to the

Government of the Union or of a State—and it is hoped and
confided, that a difference will be as little known to their

affeftions or opinions.

Your Excellency, it is alfo prefumed, will as Uttle doubt,

on the like mature reflexion, that in fuch a cafe the Prefident

could not without an abdication of the undoubted rights and

authorities of the United States and of his duty, poflpone
K
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the meafures, for which the Laws of the United States pro-

vide, to a previous experiment of the plan which is deline-

ated in your letter.

The people of the United States haveeftablifhcd a Govern-

ment for the management of their general Intercfls. They

have inftituted executive Organs for adminiftering that Go-

vernment ; and their Reprefentatives have eftablifhed the

Rules by which thofe Organs are to aft. When their autho-

rity in that of their Government is attacked, by lawlefs

combinations of the Citizens of part of a ftate, they could

never be expefted to approve that the care of vindicating

their Authority, of enforcing their Laws, fliould be trans-

ferred from the officers of their own Government to thofe

of a flate—and this to wait the iffue of a procefs fo undeter-

minate in its duration, as that which it is propofed to purfue ;

comprehending a further and full experiment of the judiciary

Authority of the State, a Proclamation " to declare the fen-

timents of its Government, announce a determination to

profecute and punifh offenders, and to exhort the Citizens at

large to purfue a peaceable and patriotic conduft"—the fend-

ing of CommifTioners " to addrefs thofe who have embarked

in the prcfent combinations upon the lawlefs nature and ruin-

ous tendency of their proceedings, to inculcate the neceffity

of an immediate return to the duty which they owe their

country, and to promife, as far as the ftate is concerned,

forgivenefs of their paft tranfa6tions upon receiving a fatisfac-

tory affurance that in future they will fubmit to the laws"

—

and finally, a call of the Legiftature of Pennfylvania, " that

the ultimate 'means of fubduing the fpirit of infurreftion and

of reftoring tranquility and order may be prefcribed by their

wifdom and authority."

If there were no other objeftion to a transfer of this kind,

ibe very important difference which is fuppofed to exifl in
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the nature and confequences of the offences that have been

committed in the contemplation of the Laws of the United

States, and of thofe of Pennfylvania, would alone be a very

ferious obflacle.

The paramount confiderations, which forbid an acquiefcencc

in this courfe of proceeding render it unneceffary to difcufs"

the probability of its fuccefs ;—elfe it might have been proper

to teft the confiderations, which have been mentioned as a

ground of hope, by the inquiry what was the precife extent

of the fuccefs of pa ft experiments—and efpecially whether

the execution of the Revenue laws of Pennfylvania within

the fcenc in queftion was truly, and effeftually accomplifhed

by tliem, or whether they did not rather terminate in a tacit

compromife, by which appearances only were faved.

You are already, Sir, advifed that the Prefident, yielding

to the impreflions which have been ftated has determined to

take meafures for calling forth the militia and that thefe mea-

fures contemplate the affembling a body of between twelve

and thirteen thoufand men from Pennfylvania, and the neigh-

boring ftates of Virginia, Maryland and New-Jerfey. The

recourfe thus early to the militia of the neighboring ftates

proceeds from a probability of the infufficiency of that of

Pennfylvania alone, to accomplifh the objeft
; your Excel-

lency having in your conference with the Prefident confirmed

the conclufion, which was deducible from the known local

and other circumftances of the ftate, by the frank and exprefs

declaration which you made of your conviftion of that infuf-

ficiency, in reference to the number which could be expefted

to be drawn forth for the purpofe.

But while the Prefident has conceived himfelf to be under

an indifpenfable obligation to prepare for that eventual refort,,

he has ftill confulted the fentiment of regret which he ex-

preffed to you, at the pofTible necefhty of an appeal to arms °,
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and to avert it, if prafticable, as well as to manifeft: his atten-

tion to the principle, that '• a firm and energetic condu6l

does not preclude the exercifc of a prudent and humane

policy"—he has (as you have been alfo advifed) concluded

upon the meafare of fending himfelf Commiffioners to the

difcontented counties to make one more experiment of a

conciliatory appeal to the reafon, virtue and patriotifm of

their inliabitants, and has alfo fignified to you how agreeable

would be to him your co-operation in the fame expedient,which

you have been pleafed to afford. It can fcarcely be requifite

to add, that there is nothing he has more at heart, than that

the iffue of this experiment, by eftablifhing the authority of

the laws, may preclude the always calamitous neceflity of an

appeal to arms. It would plant a thorn in the remainder of

his path through life to have been obliged to employ force

againft fellow-citizens, for giving folidity and permanency to

bleflings, which it has been his greateft happinefs, to co-ope-

rate with them in procuring for a much loved country.

The Prefident receives with much pleafure the affurance

you have repeated to him, that whatever requifition he may

make, whatever duty he may impofe, in purfuance of his

Conftitutional and legal powers, will on your part be prompt-

ly undertaken and faithfully discharged ; and acknowledging,

as an earned of this and even more, the meafures of co-ope-

ration which you are purfuing, he affures you in return, that

he relies fully on the moft cordial aid and fupport from you
m eveiy way, which the Conftitutions of the United States

and of Pennfylvania, fhall authorifc and prcfcnt or future ex-

igencies may require.

And he requcfts that you will conftrue, with a reference

to this affurance of his confidence, whatever remarks may
have been made in the covirie of this reply to your letter ; if
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it Ihall have happened that any of them have erred, through

a mifconception of the fentiments and views which you may

have meant to commnnicatc.

With perfeft refpeft, I have the honor to be

Sir,

Your moft obedient fervant,

EDM. RANDOLPH.
Secretary of State.

* (True Copy)

GEO. TAYLOR, Jr.

Augufi 'jtL, 1794.

His Excellency 1

Governor Mifflin. J
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COMMUNICATIONfrom Governor Miffiin,

to the Prefident of the United States in

anfver to the Secretary of Staters of "-jth

AugtiJI,

I R.

The Secretary of State has tranfmitted to me, in a letter

dated the -yth of Auguft (but only received yefterday) your

reply to my letter of the 5th inftant.

For a variety of reafons, it might be defirable at this time,

to avoid an extenfion of our correfpondence upon the fubjeft

to which thofe letters particularly relate ; but the nature of the

remarks contained in your reply, and the lincerity of my
defire to merit, on the cleared principles, the confidence,

which you are pleafed to repofe in me, will juftify, even

under the prelent circumftances of the cafe, an attempt to

explain any ambiguity, and to remove any prejudice, that

may have arifen, either from an inaccurate exprelTion, or an

accidental mifconception, of the fentiments and views, which

I meant to communicate.

That the courfe, which I have fuggefted as proper to be

purfued, in relation to the recent difturbances in the weflern

parts of Pennfylvania, contemplates the State, in a light too

ieparate and unconnected, is a pofition, that I certainly did

Kot intend to fanftlon, in any degree, that could wound your

mind with a fentiment of regret. In fubmitting the conftruc-

lion of the fafts, which muft regulate the operation of the

General Government, implicitly to your judgment ;—in cau-

tioufly avoiding any reference to the nature of the evidence,

from which thofe fa8:s are collefted, or to the conduft which

;he Gcverninent of the Vuited States might purfue ;^-^n
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declaring that I fpoke only as the Executive Magifliate of the

State, charged witKthe general fupcrintendance and care,that its

laws be faithfully executed ;—and, above all, in giving a full

and unequivocal afTurance, that whatever requifition you may

make, , whatever duty you may impofc, in purfuance of your

conftitutional and legal powers, would, on my part, be

promptly undertaken, and faithfully difcharged ; I thought

that I had manifelled the ftrongeft fenfe of my federal obliga-

tions ; and that, fo far from regarding the State in a feparate

and unccnncftcd light, I had exprefsly recognized the fubjec-

tion of her individual authority, to the national jurifdiftion

of the Union.

It is true, however. Sir, that I have only fpoken as the

Executive Magiftrate of the State ; but, in that charafter, it

is a high gratification to find, that according to your opinion,

I'ikewife, " the propriety of the courfe which I fuggefted,

would in mofl if not in all refpefts, be fufceptible of little

queftion." Permit me then, to afk, in what other charafter

could I have fpoken, or what other language did theoccafion

require to be employed ? If the co-operation of the Govern-

ment of Pennfylvania was the objeft of our conference, your

conftitutional requifition as the Executive of the Union, and

my official compliance as the Executive of the State, would

indubitably enfure it ; but, if a preliminaiy, a feparate, an

unconnefted conduft was expefted to be purfued by the

Executive Magiftrate of Pennfylvania, his feparate and un-

connefted power and difcretion muft furnifh the rule of pro-

ceeding ; and by that rule, agreeably to the admiffion which

I have cited, " the propriety of my courfe would in moft, if

not in all, refpefts, be fufceptible of little queftion." It

muft, therefore, in juftice be remembered, that a "principal

point in our conference, related to the expediency of my
adopting, independent of the General Government, a prdi-
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minary meafure (as it was then termed) under the authority

of an Aft of the Lcgiflature of Pennfylvania, which was

pafied on the 2 2d of September 1783 and which the Attor-

ney General of the United States thought to be in force, but

which had, in fa6l, been repealed, on the 1 ith of April 1793.

Upon the ftriftefl idea of co-operative meafures, however,

I do not conceive. Sir, that any other plan could have been

fuggeftcd confidently with the powers of the Executive Ma-

giftrate of Pennfylvania, or with a reafonable attention, on

my part, to a fyftematic and energetic courfe of proceeding.

The complicated nature of the outrage, which was committed

upon the public peace, gave a jurifdiftion to both Govern-

ments ; but in the mode of profecuting, or in the degree of

punifhing the offenders, that circumftance could not, I ap-

prehend, alter or enlarge the powers of either. The State

(as I obferved in my laft letter) could only exert itfelf in ex-

ecuting the laws or maintaining the authority of the Union,

by the fame means which fhe employed to execute and main-

tain her more peculiarly municipal laws and authority ; and

hence I inferred, and ftill venture to infer, that if the courfe

which I have fuggcfted is the fame that would have been pur-

fued, had the riot been unconnefted with the fyftem of Fe-

deral policy, its propriety cannot be rendered queftionable,

merely by taking into our view (what I never have ceafed to

contemplate) the exifhencc of a Federal Government, Federal

Laws, Federal Judiciary and Federal Officers. But would

it have been thought more confonant with the principle of

cc-operation, had I iffued orders for an immediate, a feparate,

and an unconncfted call of the militia, under the fpecial au-

thority which was fuppofed to be given by a law, or under

the general authority which may be prefumed to refult from

the Conftitution? Let it be confidered, that you had already

determined to excrcifc your legal powers in drafting a com-
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petmt force of the militia ; and it will be allowed ; tliat if I

Iiad undertaken, not only to comply promptly with your

rcquifition, but to embody a diftinft corps for the fame fer-

vice, an ufelefs expence would have been incurred by the

State, an unneccflary burthen would have been impofed on

the Citizens ; and embarrafTment and confufion would pro-

bably have been introduced inftead of fyftem and co-operation.

Regarding it in this point of light, indeed it may be natural

to think, that in the Judiciary, as well as the Military

department, the fubjeft fhould be left entirely to the manage-

ment, either of the State or of the General Government

;

for " the very important difference which is fuppofed to

exift in the nature and confequences of the offences that

havQ been committed, in the contemplation of the laws of

the United States, and of thofe of Pennfylvania," muft other-

wife deftroy that uniformity in the diftinftion of crimes, and

the apportionment of punifhments, which has always been

deemed effential to a due adminiftration of juftice.

But let me not. Sir, be again mifunderflood : I no not

mean by thefe obfervations to intimate an opinion or to ex-

prefs a wifh, that " the care of vindicating the authority, or of

enforcing the laws of the Union fhould be transferred from

the officers of the General Govenment, to thofe of the State:"

nor, after exprefsly avowing that I had cautioufly avoided any

reference to the conduft, which the Government of the

United States might purfue on this important occafion, did

I think an opportunity could be found to infer that I was de-

firous of impofinga fufpenfion of your proceedings, for the

purpofe of waiting the iffue of the procefs, which I defigned

to purfue. If indeed, " the Government of the United

States was at that point, where it was admitted, if the Go-

vernment of Pennfylvania was, the employment of force by

i'.s authority would be juftifiable." I am perfuaded, that, on
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mature conlideration, you will do more credit to my candor',

than to fuppofe, that 1 meant to condemn, or to prevent,

the adoption of thofe meafures on the part of the General

Government, which in the fame circumflances, I fhould

have approved and promoted on the part of Pennfylvania.

The extrafts that are introduced into the letter of the Secre-

tary of State, in order to fuppoit that inference, can only

be juftly applied to the cafe which was immediately in con-

templation, the cafe of the State of Pennfylvania, whofe ju-

diciary authority had not then, in my opinion, been fuffi-

ciently tried : They ought not furely be applied to a cafe

which I had cautioufly excluded from my view, the cafe

of the United States, whofe judiciary authority had, in your

opinion, proved inadequate to the execution of the laws, and

the prefervation of order. And if they fhall be thus limit-

ed to their proper objeft, the jufhicc and force of the argu-

ment which flows from them, can never be fuccefsfully con-

troverted or denied. While you, Sir, were treading in the

plain path defignated by a pofitive law ; with no other care

than to preferve the forms which the Legiflature had pre-

fcribed ; and relieved from a weight of refponfibility by the

legal operation of a Judge's certificate ; I was called upon to

aft, not in conformity to a pofitive law, but in compliance

with the duty, which is fuppofed to refult from the nature

and conflitution of the Executive Office,

The Legiflature had prefcribed no forms to regulate my
courfe;—-no certificate to inform my judgment,—every ftep

muft be diftated by my own difcretion ;—and every error of

conftruftion or conduft, would be charged on my own cha-

rafter. Hence arofe an eflential difPerencc in our official

fituations ; and, I am confident, that on this ground alone,

you will perceive a fufficient motive for my confidering the
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obje6lion, in point of law to forbear the ufe of military force,

till the judiciary authority has been tried, as well as the pro-

bable effefts, in point of policy, which that awful appeal

might produce.

For, Sir, it is certain, that at the time of our conference,

there was no fatisfaftory evidence of the incompetency of

the judicial authority of Pennfylvania, to vindicate the vio-

lated laws : I therefore could not, as Executive Magiftrate,

proceed upon a military plan ; but aftuated by the genuine

fpirit of co-operation, not by a defire to fully the dignity or

to alienate the powers of the General Government, I ftill

hoped and expefted to be able on this, as on former occafions,

to fupport the Laws of the Union, to punifli the violaters of

them, by an exertion of the Civil Authority of the State

Government, the State Judiciary, and the State Officers.

This hope prompted the conciliatory courfe, which I deter-

mined to purfue, and which, fo far as refpefts the appoint-

ment of Comminioners, you have been pleafed to incorpo-

rate with your plan. And if, after all, the purpofes of juf-

tice could be attained, obedience to the laws could be re-

ftored, and the horrors of a civil war could be averted by

the auxiliary intervention of the State Government, I am
perfuaded, you will join me in thinking, that the idea of pla-

cing the State, in a feparate and unconnefted point of view

and the idea of making a transfer of the powers of the gene-

ral government, are not fufficiently clear or cogent to fuper-

cede fuch momentous confiderations.

Having thus, generally, explained the principles contained

in my letter of the 5th inftant, permit me (without adverting

to the material change that has fince occurred in the ftate of

.Gur information, relatively to the riots ; and which is calcula-

ted to produce a correfponding change of fentiments and con^-
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5u6!) to remark, that many of the fafts, that are mentioned

By the Secretary of State, in order to fhew that the Judiciary

Authority of the Union after a fair and full experiment, had

proved incompetent to enforce obedience, or to punifh in-

fraQiions of the laws,, were, before that communication, total-

ly unknown to me. But ftill if it fhall not be deemed a

deviation from the reftriftion that I have determined to im-

pofe- upon my correfpondence, I would offer fome doubts

which in that refpeft, occurred to my mind on the evi-

dence,, as it appeared at the time of our conference.—.

When I found, that the Marfhal had, without moles-

tation, executed his Office in the County of Fayette ;—
that he was never infulted or oppofcd, till he afted in cdm-

pany with General Neville ; and that the virulence of the

rioters was direftly manifefted againft the perfon and pro-

perty of the latter gentleman, and only incidentally arainft

the perfon of the former, I thought- there was ground yet to

iuppofe (and as long as it was reafonable I wifhed to fuppofe)

that a fpirit of oppofition to the officers employed under the-

Excife law, and not a fpirit of oppofition to the officers em-

ployed in the adminiflration of juflice, was the immediate

fource of the outrages M'hich we deprecate. It is true that

thefe fources of oppofition are equally reprehenfibl'e ; and

that their effetls aj e alike unlawful ; but on a queftion ref-

pefting the power of the Judiciaiy authority to enforce obe-

dience, or to punifh infraftions of the law, it feemed to be

aqiaterial to difcriminate between the cafes alluded to, and to

afcertain with precifion, the motives and the objeft of tlie

rioters. Again :—As the AfTociate Judge had not, at that

time, ifTued his certificate, it was proper to fcrutinize, with

{irift attention, the nature of the evidence, on which an aft

of Government was to be founded. The Conftitution of

the Union, as well as of the State, had cautioufly provided

even in th^ cafe cf an individual, that " no warrant fhould.
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iflue, but upon probable caufe, fupported by oath or affir-

mation, and particularly defcribing the place to be fearchedy

and the perfons or things to be feized." And a much higher

degree of caution might reafonably be exercifed in a cafe, that

involved a numerous body of citizens in tiie imputation of

treafon, or felony, and required a fubftitution of the military

for the judicial inflruments of coercion. The only affidavits

that I rccoUeft to have appeared at the time of our confer-

ence, were thofe containing the hearfay of Col. Mentges,

and the vague narrative of the Poft Rider. The letters that

Iiad been received from a variety of refpeftable citizens not

being written under the fanftion of an oath or affirmation

could not acquire the legal force and validity of evidence

from a mere authentication of the fignatures of the refpeftive

writers. Under fuch cii'cumftances, doubts arofe, not whe-
ther the means which the laws prefcribe for effeftuating their

own execution, fhould be exerted, but whether the exiftence

of a fpecific cafe, to which fpecific means of redrefs were ap-

propriated by the laws, had been legally eflablifhed ; not

whether the laws, the conftitution, the government, the

principles of fecial order, and the bulwarks of private right

and fecurity fhould be facrificed ; but whether the plan pro-

pofed, was the beft calculated to preferve thofe ineflimabk

bleffings : And, recollefting a declaration, which was made
in your prefence, " that it would not be enough for a mili-

tary force to difperfe the infurgents, and to reflore matters to

the fituation in which they were, two or three weeks before

the riots were committed, but that the. force mufl: be con-
tinued for the purpofe of protefting the officers of the reve-

nue and fecuring a perfeft acquiefcence in the obnoxious-

law," I confefs, fir, the motives to caution and deliberation

ftrike my mind with accumulated force. I hope, however,

that it will never ferioufly be contended, that a military force

ought now to be raifed with any view, but to fupprefs the

^iot-rs ; or that if raifed with that view, it ought to be em-
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ployed for any other. The difperfion of the infurgents is,

indeed, obvioufly the fole objeft for which the aft of Con-

grefs has authorized the ufe of military force, on occafions

like the prefent •, for with a generous and laudable precaution,

it exprefsly provides that even before that force may be called

forth, a proclamation fliall be iffued, commanding the infur-

gents to difperfe, and retire peaceably to their refpeftivc

abodes, within a limited time.

But the force of thefe topics I again refer implicitly to your

decifion ; convinced, Sir, that the goodnefs of your intentions,

now, not lefs than heretofore, merits an afFeftionate fupport

from every defcription of your fellow citizens. For my
own part, I derive a confidence from the heartfelt integrity

of my views, the fmcerity of my profeffions, which renders,

mc invulnerable by any infinuation of praftifmg a finifter or

deceii;ful policy.

I pretend not to infallibility in the excrcife of my private

judgment, or in the difcharge of my public funftions ; but

in the ardour of my attachment, and in the fidelity of my
fervices, to our common country, I feel no limitation :

And your excellency, therefore, may juftly be aflured, that

in every way which the conftitution of the United States,

and of Pennfylvania fhall authorize and prefent, or future

exigencies may require, you will receive my moft cordial aid

and fupport.

I am with perfcft refpeft, Sir

Your Excellency's

Moft obedient humble fervant,

THOMAS MIFFLINT.

Philadelphia, Augujl 12, 1794,

To the Prefident 1

of the United States. J
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Communication from the Secretary of State to Governor Mifflin^ in

anfnoer to his of 1 2th ^ugujl to the Prefident of the Uriiled States,

Philadelphia, Auguft 30th, 1794.
Sir,

I AM direfted by the Prefident to acknowledge the receipt

«Ti the 17th of your Excellency's letter dated the 12th inftant.

The Prefident feels with you the force of the motives which

render undefirable an extenfion of correfpondence on the fubje£l

in queftion. But the cafe being truly one of great importance

and delicacy thefe motives muft yield, in a degree, to the pro-

priety and utility of giving precifion to every part of the tranf-

aftion, and guarding effeffcually againfl ultimate mifapprehenfion.

To this end it is deemed advifeable, in the firft place, to

ftatc forae fa6l:s which cither do not appear, or are conceived

not to have affumed an accurate fhapein your Excellency's letter.

They are thefe.

1. You were informed at the conference, that all the informa-

tion which had been received had been laid before an aflbciate

Juftice, in order that he might confider and determine whether

fuch a csfe as is contemplated by the fecond fedion of the adl,

which provides for calling forth the militia to execute the Laws

of the Union, fupprefs iufurredlions, and repel invafions, had

occured ; that is, whether combinations exifted too powerful to

be fupprefTed by the ordinary courfc of judicial proceedings, or

by the powers veiled in the Marfhal by that a£l—in which cafe,

the Prefident is authorized to call forth the militia to fupprefs

the combinations and to caufe the laws to be duly executed.

2. The idea of a preliminary proceeding by you was pointed

to ao eventual co-operation with the Executive of the United

States, in fuch plan as upon mature deliberation fkould be deemed

advifeable in conformity with the L&ws of the Union. The

inquiry was particularly dire^cd towards the poflibility of fomr;
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previous acceflbry ftep in relation to the militia, to expedite tW
calling them forth if an acceleration fhould be judged expedieat

and proper, and if any delay on the fcore of evidence fhould at-

tend the notification from a Judge, which the laws make the con-

dition of the power of the Prefident to require the aid of the mili-

tia, and turned more efpecially upon the point, whether the lawr

.

of Pennfylvania of the zzd of September 1783, was or was not

ftill in force. The queftion emphatically was, Has the Execu-

tive of Pennfylvania power to put the militia in motion, previous

to a rcquifitlon from, the Prefident under the laws of the Union,

if It fhall be thought advifeable fo to do ? Indeed it feems to be

admitted by one part of your letter, that iht preliminary meafure

contemplated did turn on this queftion, and with a particular eye

to the authority and exiftence of the a6l jull mentioned.

3. The Information contained in the papers read at the confer-

ence, "befides the violence offered to the Marfhal, while In com-

pany with the Infpeftor of the Revenue, eftablilhed, that the

Marfhal had been afterwards made prifoner by the Infurgents, put

In jeopardy of his life—had been obh'ged to obtain fafety and

liberty by a promife guaranteed by Colonel Prefley Neville, that

he would ferve no other procefs on the wefl fide of the Allegha-

ny Mountain—that in addition to this ; a deputation of the In-

furgents had gone to Pittfburgh to demand of the Marfhal a fur-

render of the procefTes in his poffcffion, under the Intimation that

it would fatisfy the people and add to his fafety ; which neceffarlly

implied that he would be in danger of further violence without

fucJi a furrender. That under the influence of this menace he

had found it neceffary to feek fecurity by taking fecretly and in

the night a circuitous route :

This recapitulation is not made to invalidate the explanation

offered in your lafl letter of the view of the fubje(5t, which you

affett to have led to the fuggellions contained in your firfl;, and

of the fcnfe which you wifh to be received as that of the obferva-

tiona accompanying thofe fuggcftions. It is intended fokly ta
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manlfcft, tliat It was natural for the Prclldent to regard your

comrnimlcHtlon of the 5th Inftant in thu' light under which it is

prefented in the reply to It.

For, havin^r informed you that the m?tter was before an afio-

date juftLce, with a view to the law of the United States which

has been mentioned, and having polrtted what was fald refpeding

a preliminary proceeding on your part to a call of the miHtia un-

der the authority of a ftatelaw, by anticipation of a requifition from

the General Government and in co-operation with an eventual

plan to be founded upon the Laws of the Union. It was not na-

tural to expe6l, that you would have prefented a plan of eondu6l

entirely on the bafis of the State Government e»ren to the extent

or" reforting to the Legiflatura of Pennfylvania, after its Judiciary

had proved incompetent, " to prefcrlbe by their wifdom and au-

thority the means of fubduing the fpirit of infurredlion and of

reftoring tranquiUty and order j" a plan, which being incompa-

tible with the courfe marked out in the Laws of the United

States, evidently could not have been acceded to without a fuf-

pcnfion, for a long and indefinite period, of the movements of 4

the Foederal Executive purfuant to thofe laws. The repugnancy

and incompatibility of the two modes of proceeding at the fame

time cannot It is prefumed be made a queftlon.

Was it extraordlnaiy then, that the plan fuggefled (hould have

b«en uncxpcfled, and that it fhould even have been thought liable

to the obfervation of having contemplated Pennfylvania ia a light

too feparate and unconne6led ?

The propriety of the remark, that " it was impoflible not to

think that the current of the obfervatlons in your letter might ba

conftrucd to Imply a virtual difapprobatlon of that plan of con-

du6l on the part of th- general government, in the a<5lual ftage

of Its affairs, which you acknowledged would be proper on the

part of the government of Pennfylvania, If arrived at a fimilar

ftage," muft be referred to the general tenor and complexion of

thofe obfervations, and to the infeience they were naturally cal-

M
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Ciliated to inculcate. If this inference was, that under the known

circnmftances of the cafe, the employment of force to fupprcfs

the infiirredlon was infiproper, without a long train of pieparato-

ry expedients—and if in faft, the government t»f the United

States (which has not been controverted) wr.s at that point, where

it was admitted that the government of Pennfylvania being ar-

rived, the refort to force on its part would be proper—the im-

prefiion which was made could not have been -effaced by the con-

fideration, that the forms of referring what concerned the go-

vernment of the Union to the judgment of its own executive

were carefully obferved. There was no difficulty in reconciling

the intimation of an opinion unfavorable to a particslar couife of

proceeding, with an explicit reference of the fubjedl ofliciaHy

fpeaking to the judgment .of th.e officer charged by the conilitu-

tion to decide, and wlih a hncere recognition of the lubjedlion

of the individual authority of the ftate to the national jurifdidi-

on of the Union,

The difavowal by your excellency of an intention to fan6lion

the inference which was drawn, renders what has been fald a mere

explanation of the caufe of that inference and of the imprefllon

which it atjiijl made.

It would be foreign to the objevSl of this letter to difcwfs the

various obfervations vhich have been adduced to obviate a mifap-

prchenfion of your viev;s, and to maintain the propriety of the

courfe purfued in your firft communication. It is far more pleaf-

ing to the Preudent to underfland you in the fenfe you defire,

and to conclude, that no opinion has been indicated by you in-

confiftent with that which he has entertained of the Hate of things,

and of his duty in relation to It. And he lemarkswith fatisfac-

tion the effed w!»:ich fubfequent Information is luppcfed calculated

to produce favoring an approximation of fentimcnts.

But there are a few mifcellaneous points, wlu'ch, more effedu-

ally to prevent mifconception any where, feem to demand a cur-

fory notice
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You obfervc that the Prefident had already determined to exer-

clft; his legal powers in drafting a competent force of the militia.

At the point of time to which you are underftooJ to refer, name-

ly, tliat of the conference, the Prefident had no legal power to

call forth themiliiia. No judge had yet pronounced, that a cafe

judifying the exerciie of that power exifted. You muft be fen-

fible, fir, that all idea of youi calling out the militia by your au-

thority was referred to a (late of things antecedent to the lawful

capacity of the Prefident to do it by his own authority ; and

when he had once determined upon the call purfuant to his legal

powers, it were abfurd to have propofed to you a fcparate and

unconnedled call. How too it might be aflced, could fuch a de-

termination, if it liad been made and was known to you have

comported with the plan fuggefted in your letter, which prefup-

pofes that the employment of force had not already been determin-

ed upon ?

This pafTage of your letter is therefore conftrued to mean only,

that the Prefident had manifefted an opinion predicated upon the

event of fuch a notification from a Judge as the law prefcribes,

that the nature of the cafe was fuch as would piobably require

the employment of force. You will alfo, it is believed, recolle£t

that he had not at th.; time finally determined upon any thiiio-

—

and that the conference ended with referring the whole fubje6l to

further confideration.

You fay, that if you had undertaken not only to comply

promptly with the Prelident's requifition, but to embody a dif-

tin6l corps for tlie fame fervice, an ufdcfs expenfe would have beeir

incurred by the ftate, an unneceffary burthen would have been

impofed on the citizens, and embarrafiment and confufion would

probably have been introduced inftead offyftem and co-operation.

But both were newer expelled. Your embodying the militia inde-

pendent of a requifition from the Prefident was never thought of,

except as a preliminary and auxiliary ftep. Had it taken place

when the requifition came, the corps embodied would have been
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ready towards a compliance with it, and no one of tiic inconveni-

cnces fuggefted could pofiibly have arirtn.

You fay, In another place, tliat you ** was calhd upon to ad not

in conformity to a poHtive law, but in compliance with the duty

whicii is fuppofed to rtfult from the nature and conllitution of tlie

executive ofHce." It is conceived that it would have been more

conedl to have faid ** you was called upon to he confulted whether

you had power in the given cafe t© call forth the militia, without

a previous requifitlon from the general government.*' The fup-

pofition that you might poffefs this power was rcferr^id to a law of

Pennfylvania, which appeared on examination to have been repeal-

ed. A gentleman who accompanied you thought that the power,

after a due notification of the incompetency of the Judiciary,

might be deduced from the nature and conftitution of the execu-

tive office.

It has appeared to your Excellency fit and expedient to animad-

vert upon the nature of the evidence produced at the conference

and to exprefs fome doubts which had oc^-urred to your mind con-

cerning it.

As the laws of the United States have referred the evidence in

fuch cafes to the judgment of a Diilrld Judge or Afibciale Juf-

tice ; and forefceing that clicumftanccs fo peculiar might arifc as

to render rules relating to the ordinary and peaceable (late of fo-

ciety inapplicable, have forborne to prefcribe any ; leaving it to

the underflanding and confcience of the Judge ; upon hisrefuon-

fibility, to pronounce what kind and degree of evidence (hould

fuffice. The Prefident would not fandlion a difcuflion of the

ilandard or meafure, by which evidence in thofe cafes ought to be

governed. He would reftrain himfelf by the reflecllon, that this

appertains to the province of another, and that he might rely a«

a guide, npon the decifion which fhould be made by the proper

organ of the laws for that purpofe.

But it may be no deviation from this rule to notice to you,
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that the htis dated in the beginning of this letter under tlie third

head appear to have been overlooked in your furvcy of the evl-

djtice, *vhilc they fcem to be far from imnriaterial toa juft eflimatc

of h. ^

You remark that " wlicn you found that the Marflialhad with-

out molellaiion executed his office in tlie county of Fayette—that

he was never infultcd or oppofed Hill he adcd in company with

General Neville, and that the virulence of the rioters was diredlly

manifcfted agaiill the perfon and property of the latter gentleman

and only incidentally againll the perfon of the former. You

thought there was ground yet to fuppofe that a fpirit of oppofition

to the officers employed under the Excife law, and not a fpirit of

oppofition to the Officers employed in the adminijlration of yujlice,

was the Immediate fourcc of the outrages which are deprecated.

It is natural to enquire how this fuppofition could confift with

the additional fads which appeared by the fame evidence, namely,

that the Marflial having been afterwards made prifoner bj' the riot-

ers had been compelled, for obtaining fafety and liberty, to pro-

mife to execute no more proceffes within the difcontented fcene ;

a":id that fubfequently again to this, in confequencc of a deputati-

on of the rioters deliberately fcnt to demand a furrendcr of the

proceffes in his poffeffion enforced by a threat, he had found it

neceffary to feek fecurlty in withdrawing by a fecret and circuit-

ous rouie—did not thefecircumftances unequivocally denote, that

Officers employed in the admini/Iration of jfufice were as mueh ob-

jeds of oppofition asthofc employed in the execution of the par-

ticular laws ? And that the rioters were at leaft confident in their

plan.

It mud needs be that thefe fads efeaped your Excellency's at-

tention ; elfe they are too material to have been omitted in your

review of the evidence and too conclufive not to have fet afide the

fuppofition which you entertained—and which feems to have had

fo great a fliarein your general view of the fubjed.
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There remains only one point on which your Excellency will be

longer detained—a point indeed of great importance, and confe-

quently demands ferious and careful reiicflion. It is the opinion

you fo emphatically cxprefs, that the mere d'lfperfion of the infiir-

gentsis the foie objeft for which tlic militia can be lawfully called

out, or kept in fervice after they may have been called out.

The Prefident referves to the lad moment the confideration

and decifion of this point.

But there are arguments weighing heavily agalnft the opinion

you hcve exprefled which in the mean time are offered to your

candid confideration.

The Conftitution of the United States (article i. {tc. 8.) em-

powers Congrefs " to provide for calling forth the militia to ex-

ecute the Laws of the Union, fupprefs infurredlions and repel

invafions" evidently from the wording and dillributlon of the

fentence contemplating the execution of the Laws of the Union

as a thing diftln6l from the fuppreflion of infurredlions.

The a£l of May 2d. 1792, for carrying this provifion of the

Conftitution into effe61: adopts for it's title the very words of the

Conftitution, being " An a£l to provide for calling forth the mi-

hiid to execute the Laws of the Union, fupprefs infurredlions

and repel Invafions," continuing th;i conftitutional diftinction.

The firft feftlon of the adl provides for the cafes of invafion and

of Infurredllon, confining the latter to the cafe of infurredion

a'Tainft the Government of a State. The fecond fecftion provides

for the cafe of the execution of the laws being obftrufted by com-

binations too powerful to be fuppreffed by the ordinary courfe of

judicial proceedings or by the powers vefted in the Marflials.

The words are thefe " Whenever the Laws of the United

States ftiall be oppofed or the execution thereof obftrudled in any

State by connbinations too powerful to be fuppreffed by the ordi-

nary courfe ofjudicial proceedings or by the powers vefted In the
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Marfhals by this a£l, the fame being notified to the Prefident of

the United States by an Afibciate Juftice or the Diftrlft Judge,

it (hall be lawful for the Prefident of the United States to call

forth the militia of fuch State to fupprefs fuch combinations and to

caufe the Laivs to be duly executed.'' Then follows a provifion for

calHno- forth the militia of other States.

The terms of this fcftlon appear to contemplate and defcribc

foraethlng that maybe lefs than infurreaion. " The combina-

tions" mentioned may indeed amount to Infurredlions, but it is

conceivable that they may flop at aflbciatlons not to comply with

the law, fupported by riots, aflaffi nations and murders, and by a

general fplrit In a purt of l\\l community which may baffle the

ordinary judiciary means with no other aid than the PofTe Coml-

tatus, and may even require the ftationlngof military force for a

time to awe the fplrit of riot and countenance the magiftrates and

officers In the execution of their duty. And the objefls for which

the militia are to be called are exprefsly not only to fupprefs thefc

combinations (whether amounting to infurredlions or not, but to

caufe the Laws ts be duly executed.

It Is therefore plainly contrary to the manifefl general Intent of

the Conftitutlon and of this act and to the pofitive and exprefs

terms of toe 2d feftion of the ad to f.jy that the militia called

forth are not to be continued in fcrvice for the purpofc ol caufing

the Laws to be duly executed^ and of courfe 'till they are fo executed.

What is the main and ultimate obje6l of calling forth the mi-

litia ? ** To caufe the Laws to be duly executed'' Which are the

laws to be executed ? Thofe which are oppofed and obftrufted

in their execution by the combinations defcrlbed in the prefent

cafe, the laws laying duties upon fplrits diftilled within the United

States and upon ftills—and incidentally thofe which uphold the

judiciary fundllons. When are the laws executed ? clearly when

the oppofitlan Is fubdued—when penalties for difobedlence can be

enforced—when a compliance is effcftuatcd.

Would the mere d'lfpfyfion of infurgents and their retiring t»
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their refpeflive liomes do this ? would it fatisfy eitlier member of

the provifion, tlie fnpprefiion of the combiaaiions, or tlie execu-

tion of the laws ? Might not the former, notvvithilanding the

cUfperfton, continue in full rigour, ready at any moment to break

out into new ads of refiftance to tiie laws ? Are the militia to be

kept perpetually marching and countermarching, towards the in-

furgents while they are embodied and from them when they have

fepatated and retired ? Suppofe the infurgents hardy enough to

wait the experiment of a battle, are vanqnidied and then difpcrfe

and retire home, are the mditia immediately to retire alfo to give

them an opportunity to reaflemble recruit and prepare for another

battle ? And is this to go on and be repeated without limit ?

Such a conflruclion of the law, if true, were certainly a very

unfortunate one, rendering its provifions effentially nugatory, and

leading to endlefs expenfe and as endlcfs difappolntment. It could

hardly be advifeable to vex the militia by marching them to a

diftant point where they might fcarcely be arrived before it would

be legally neceffary for them to return, not ih confequcnce of

having effefted their objedl—of having ** caufed the Laws to be

executed" but in confequence of the mere (Iratagem of a deceit-

ful difperfion and retiring.

Thus far the fpirit as well as the pofitlve letter of the Law

combats the conftruftion which you have adopted. It remains

to fee if there beany other part of it which compels to a renun-

ciation both of the letter and fpirit of the antecedent provifions.

The part which feems to be relied upon for this eflefl is the

third fedlon, which byway of provifo enjoins "That whenever

it may be neceiTary in the judgment of the Prefident to iife the

military force by that a£l directed to be called forth he (hall forth-

with and previous thereto, by Proclamation, command the In-

furgents to difperfe and retire peaceably to their rcfpe6llve abodes

within a limited time." But does thi's affirm, does It even necef-

farlly imply, that the mlhtia after the difperfion and retiring, arc
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no* to be ufed for the piirpofe for which they arc authorized t»

be called forth ; that is *' tocaufe the laws to be duly executed,"

to countenance by their prefence, and in cafe of further refinance

to prote<5l and fupport by their ftrength, the refpcC^Ive civil of-

ficers In the execution of their feveral duties whether for brii)2fir»2

delinquents to punifhment, or otherwife for giving effedt to the

Laws ? May not the injun6lion of this fecliou be regarded as a

merely humane and prudent precaution, to dilb'nguifh previous to

the actual apptication of force a hafty tumult from a deliberate in-

furreftion I to give an opportunity for thofe who may be acci-

dentally or inadvertently mingled in a tumult or diforderly rifing

to feparate and withdraw from thofe who are defignedly and deli-

berately a(5lors ? to prevent, if poifible, bloodfhcd in a conflict of

arms, and if this cannot be done to render the neceffity of it pal-

pable, by a premonition to the infurgents to difperfe and go home?

And are not all thefe objeds compatible with the further employ-

ment of the militia for the ulierlor purpofe of caufing the laws

to be executed, in the way which has been mentioned ? If they

prefent a rational end for the provifo, without defeating the mala

defign of the antecedent provifion, it Is clear they ouglit to limit:

the fenfe of the former and exclude a conftrucflion which mull

make the principal ptovifion nugatory.

Do not the rules of law and reafon unite In declaring that the

different parts of a ftatute fhall be fo conftrued as if poflible to

confift with each other—that a proviso ought not to be under-

ftood ot allowed to operate In a fenfe tending to defeat the prin-

cipal claufe ; and that an implication (if Indeed there be any

fuch implication as is fuppofed In the prefent cafe) ought not to

overrule an exprcfs provifion—efpecially at the facrlfice of the

manlfeji general intent ofa law, which in the prefent cafe undoubt-

edly IS, that the Militia (hall be called forth *• to caujt the laws to

he duly executed P'*

Though not very material to the merit of tke argument, it may

N
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be remarked, that the provlfo which forms the 3d fe£Hon con-

templates merely the cale of Infurrcftion. If the cotnl'mations

deicribcd in the 2d rc<51ion may bclcfsthaii Infurredtion, then the

provifo is not commcnfuratc with the wliole cafe contained in the

2d fe(flion, which would be an adduional circumflance to prove

that it cannot work an effcdl which ftiall be a fubftitutc for th»

main pnrpofe of the firfl fedion.

1 have the honour to be, with perfcft icfpe£l, Sir, your

Excellency's mod obedient Servant,

EDM. RANDOLrH.

True Copy.

Geo. Taylor, Jub.



( 99 )

Report of the Secretary of the Tnafury to the PrfiJent of the

United States, relative to the inexecution of the Excife Law
in certain Counties of Pennfylvania,

Treasury Department, Augujl ^th, 1794.

SIR,

THE dlfagreeable crlfis at which matters have lately arrived

in fome of tiie Weilern Counties of Pennfylvania, with regard to

the laws laying duties on Spirits diftillcd within the United

States, tnd on Stills, feenic to render proper a review of the cir-

cun^llances which have attended thofc laws in that fccne, from

their conimencement to the prcfent time, and «f the condud^

which has hitherto been obferved on the part of the governmetjt,

its motives and efFe(ft— In ord<rr to a better judgment cf the mea-

furcs ncceflary to be pu fued in the exifting emergency.

The oppofition to thofe laws in the fourmoft Weftern Counties

of Pennfylvania, (Allegheny, Wafhinglon, Fayette, aud Weft-

moreland) commenced as early as th.^y were known to have been

palfed. It has continued, with different degrees of violence, ia

the different counties, and at different periods—But Waffling-

ton has uniformly diffinguiflied its refiffance by a more exceffive

Iprrit, than has appeared in the other counties, and feems to hav«

been chiefly inffrnmental in kindling and keeping alive the flame.

The oppofition firff manifefted itfclf in the milder fhape of the

circulation of opinions unfavorable to the law, and calculated, by

the influence of public difcftcem, to difcouragc the accepting or

holding of offices under it, or the complying with it, by thofe,

who might be fo dlfpofed ; to which was added the fliew of a

dlfcontinuance of the bufinefs of diililling.

Thefe expedients were ffiottly after fucceeded by private aflb-

ciatlons to forbear compliances with the law. But it was not

long before thefe mere negative modes of oppofition were perceiv-

ed to be likely to prove incffedlual. And in proportion as this
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was the cafe, and as the means of Introducing the laws Into ope-

ration wi^re put into execution, th'^ difpofition to refiftancc bt-

came more turbulent and more inclined to adopt aid pra6^ife vi-

olent expedients. The ofHcers now began to experience marks

of contempt and infult. Threats againft them became frequent

and loud ; and after fome time thefe threats were ripened into

a(^s of ill treatment and outrage.

Thefe ads of violence were preceded by certain meetings of

malcontent perfons, who entered into refoliitions calculated at

once to confirm, enflame, and fyftematize the fpirit of oppolition.

The firil of thefe meetings was holden at a place called Red-

Stone Old Fort, on the 27th of July, 1791, where it was con-

certed that county committeei fhould be convened in the four

counties, at the refpedive feats of juftice therein. On the 23d

of Auguft following, one of thefe committees afTembled in the

county of Wafhington.

This meeting pafied fome Intemperate refolutions which were

afterwards printed in the Pitlfburgh Gazette, containing a llrong

cenfure on the law, declaring that any perfon who had accepted

«r might accept an office under Congrefs in order to carry it in-

to effii^, Jhould be confid^red as inimical to the interejls of the

Country ; and recommending to the Citizens of IVii/hington County to

treat every perfon who had accepted or might thereafter accept anyfuch

Office luith contempt, and ahfolutely to refufe all kind ofcommunication

or intercourfe with the Offcersy and to withholdfrom them all aid,

fupporty or comfart.

Not content with this vindidive profcrlptlon of thofc who

might efteem it their duty, in the capacity of Officers, to aid in

the execution of the conllitutional laws of the land, the meeting

proceeded to accumulate topics of crimination of the government,

though foreign to each other ; authorizing by this zeal for cen-

fure, a fufpiclon that they were actuated, not merely by the

diflike of a particular law, but by a difpofition to render the go-

"vernment Itfelf unpopular and odious.
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This meeting, in further profeciition of tlieir plan, deputed

three of their members to meet delegates from the counties of

Weftmoreland, Fayette, and Alleghany on the firfl Tuefday of

September following, for the purpofe of exprefling the fenfe of

the people of tliofe counties in an addrefs to the Legiflature of

the United St ites, upon the fubjedl of the Excifc Law, and

ether grievances

.

Another meeting accordingly toak place on the 7th of Sep-

tember, 1791, at Pittfburgh, in the county of Allegliany, at

which there appeared perfons in character of delegates from the

four Wcltern counties.

This meeting entered Into refolutions more comprehenfive m
their objects and not lefs inflammatory in their tendency, than

thofe which had before paffed the meeting in Wafliington. Their

refulutiDns contained fevere ccnfures not only on the law which

was the immediate fubjeft of objed^ion, but upon what they

termed the exorbitant falaries of officers ; tlie unreafonable inte-

reil of the public di:bt ; the want of difcrimination between ori-

ginal holders and transferrees, and the inititution of a National

Bank. The fame unfriendly temper towards the government of

the United States, which fccmed to have led out of their way the

meeting at Wafhington appears to have produced a fimilar wan-

dering in that at Pitifburgh.

A reprefentation to Congrefs and a remonftrance to the Legif-

lature of Pennylvania againft the law, more particularly com-

plained of were prepared by this meeting—publifhed together

with their other proceedings in the Pittfburgh Gazette, and after-

wards prefented to the refpedlive bodies to whom they were

• addrefled.

Thefe mectinos compofed of very influential individuals, and

conduced without moderation or prudence, are juftly chargeable

with the excelTes which have been from time to time committed ;

ferving to give confiftency to an oppofitlon which has at length

matured to a point, that threatens the foundations of the Govern-
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mciit and of tlie Union—unlefs fpeedily and cffe<flually fubducd.

On the 6th of the fame month of September, the oppofition

l^roke out In an a6^ of violence upon the perfon and property of

Kobert Johnfon, Colledor of the Revenue for the counties of

Alleghany and Wafliington.

A party of men armed and dlfguifed, way laid him at a place

on Pigron Creek In Wafhington county, fcized, tarred and fea-

th?red him, cut off his hair, and deprived him of his horfe, oblig-

ing him to travel on foot a confiderable di-ftance in that mortify-

ing and painful fituation.

The cafe waf? brought before the Diftrifi Court of Pcnnfyl-

vanii, out of which proeefTes iffned againfl: John Robertfon, John

Hamilton, and Thomas M'Comb—three of the perfons concerned

in the outrage.

The fcrving of thefe proeefTes was confided by the then Mar-

ihul Clement Biddle, to his Deputy Jofeph Fox, who in the

month of October went into Alleghany county for the purpofe

of ferving them.

Th^ appearances and circumdanccs which Mr. Fox obferved

lifnifc^If, in the courfe of his journey, and learnt afterwards upon

\'\% iriival at PItlfburgh, had the effect of deterring him from the

f.v.'ice of the proceiTes, and unfortunately led to adopt the inju-

dinous and fruitlcfs expedient of fending them to the parties by a

private mcflVnger under cover.

The Deputy's report to the Marfhal, dates a number of parti-

Cvjlns evincliio a confiderable fermentation in the part of the

country to which he was fent, and inducing a belief on his part,

thit he could not with fafety have executed the proeefTes. The

Ml fh:d tranfmitting this report to the Diftrift Attorney, makes

t!ic f 'llowino- obfervations unon it. " I am forry to add that he

(he Deputy) found the people in general in the weltern part of

t'is State, a!id particularly beyond the Alleghany Mountain, in

r.. -h a ferment on account of the a<5l of Cougrefs for laying a

l\\\y or. difl'lkd (piiits and fo much oppofed the execution of the
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faid aft, and from a variety of threats to liimfelf perfonally,

ahhoiioh he took the utmod precaution to conceal his eirand,

that he was not only convinced of the Impofiiblh'ty of fevving the

procefs, but that any attempt to effeCl it would have occafioned

the moft violent oppofition fiom the greater part of tlu* inhabitants,

and he declares that if he had attempted it, he believes he fijould

not have returned alive.

** I fpared no expenfe nor pains to have the procefs of the court

executed, and have not the lead doubt that my Deputy would

have accompiifhed it, if it could have been done.'*

The reality of the danger to the Deputy was countenanced by

the opinion of General Neville, the lnfpe6tor of the Revenue ;

a man who before had given, and fince has given numerous proofs

of a Heady and firm temper; and what followed is a further con-

firmation of it.

The perfon who had been fent with the procefTes, was feized,

whipped, tarred, and feathered ; and after having his money and

horfc taken from him, was blindfolded, and tied in the woods, in

which condition he remained for five hours.

Very ferious reflexions naturally occurred upon this occafion.

It feemed highly probable, from the iffue of the experiment which

had been made, that the ordinary courfe of civil procefs would

be ineltcdual for enforcing the execution of the law, in the fcene,

in queftion—and that a perfeverance in this courfe might lead to

a ferious concufiion. The law itfelf was ftlU in the infancy of its

opeiatioo, and far from eftabllf^.-'.ed in other important portions of

the Union. Prejudices agalnlt it had been induHrloufly dlfTemi-

nated, mifreprefentations diffufed, mifionceptions foftered. The

Le^flilature of the United States had not yet organifed the means

by which the Executive cou^com.e in aid of the Judiciary, when

found incompetent to the execution of the laws. If neither of

tlude impediments' to a dccifive exertion had exifted, it was dcfi-

rable, eipeciaily in a republican government, to avoid, what is m



( I04
)

fuch cafes the ultimate refoit, till all the milder meaiii had btc»

tried without fucccfs.

Undtr the united influence of thefe confidcratlons, It appeared

advifeable to foibear urging coercive meafures, till the laws had

gone Into more extenfive operation ; till fuither time for refled^ion

and experience bf its operation had fervcd to correal falfe impicf-

fions, and infpire greater moderation ; and till the Legiflature

had had an opportunity, by a revifion of the law» to remove as

far as poflibk objedlions, and to reinforce the provifions for fccu-

rlng its execution.

Oth:r incidents occurred from time to time, which are further

proofs of the very improper temper that prevailed among the in-

habitants of the refradiory counties.

Mr. Johnfon was not the only officei, who about the fame

period, experienced outrage. Mr. Wells, Colkdlor of the Re-

venue for Weftmoreland and Fayette was alfo ill treated at Greenf-

burgh and Union Town ; nor were the outrages perpetrated, con^

fined to the officers ; they extended to private citizens, who only

dared to (hew their refpc 61 for the laws of their country.

Some time In October, 1791, an unhappy man of the name

of Wllfon, a (Iranger in the county, and manlfeftly dlfordered in

his intellefts, imagining iiimfelf to be a Cclledor of the Revenue,

or inveftcd with fome truft In relation to It, was fo unlucky as t»

make enquiries concerning the Diftillers who had entered their

Stills; giving out that he was to travel through the United States,

to afcertain and report to Congrefs the number of Stills, &c.

This man was purfued by a party in difgulfe, taken out of his

bed, carried about five miles back to a Smhhs' fhop, ftrippcd of

his cloaths which were afterwards burnt, and after having bceu

Iiimfelf inhumanly burnt In feveral places with a heated iron, was

tarred and feathered, and about day light difmifTed, naked, wound-

cd, and othcrwife In a very fuffering condition. Thefe particulars

arc commnnicated in a letter from the Infpc-aor of the Revenue of
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the 17th of November, who declares that he had then himfelf

fecn the unfortunate Maniac, the abufc of whom, as he exprefle*

it, exceeded defcriptlon, and was fufficient to make human na-

ture fhudder. The affair is the more extraordinary as perfons of

weight and confideration in that countiy are underftood to have

been ad^ors in it, and as the fymptoms of infanity were during

the whole time of ififllfling the punifhment apparent—the unhap-

py fufferer difplaying the heroic fortitude of a man who conceiv-

ed himfelf to be a m:irtyr to the difcharge of fome important duty.

Not long after a perfon of the name of Rofeberry underwent

the humiliating punifhmcnt of tarring and feathering, with fome

agpjravations, for having in converfation hazarded the very natu-

ral andjuft, but unpalatable remark^ that the inhabitants of that

country could not reafonably expedl prote6\ion from a Govern-

ment, whofe laws they fo ftrenuoufiy oppofed.

The audacity of the perpetrators of thefe excefTes was fo great,

that an armed banditti ventured to feize and carry off two per-

fons who were witnefies againft the rioters in the cafe of Wilfon,

in order to prevent their giving teftimony of the liot to a Court

then fitting, or about to fit.

Defigns of perfonal violence againft the Infpeflor of the Re-

venue himfelf, to force him to a refignation, were repeatedly at-

tempted to be put in execution by a^-m^rd parties, but by different

circumftances were frufliated.

In the fellionof Congrefs, which commenced in 06\obcr 1791,

the law laying a duty on diliilled fpirits and flills, came under the

revlfion of Congrefs as had been anticipated. By an adl paffed

May 8th 1 792, during that feiTion, material alterations were made

in It—ameng thefe, the duty was reduced to a rate fo moderate,

as to have filenced complaint on that head—and a new and very

favorable alternative, was given to the diftiller, that of paying a

monthly, inftead of a yearly rate, according to the capacity of

his ftill, with liberty to take a licenfe for the preclfc term, which

O
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he fliould intend to work it, and to renew that licenfc for a faitlier

term or terms.

This amending a£^, in its progrefs througli the Lcgiflituie en-

gaged the particular attention of members, who themfclves were

interclled in difulleries, and of others who rtprtfented paits of

the Country in wliich the buhnefs of dillilh'ng vva5extenf;vtly car-

ried on.

Objcfhions were well confidered and great pains taken to obvi-

ate all fuch as had the femblance of reafonablenefs.

The efFe6l has in a great meafurc correfponded with the views

of the Legiflature. Oppofition has fubfided in feveral Dl(lri(!:\v;,

where it before prevailed, and it was natural to entertain and not

cafy to abandon a hope, that the fame thing would by degrees

have taken place in the four Weftern counties of this ftate.

Bnt notwithftancing fome flattering appearances at paiticular

jundlures, and itifinite pains by various expedients to produce the

defireable iffue, the hope entertained, has never been realized,

and is now at an end, as far as the ordinary means of executing

Jaws are concerned.

.The fnll law left the number and pofitions of the Offices of

Jnfpe6\ion, vvhich were to he eftablifhed in each Diftrid for re-

ceiving entries of ilills, to the difcretion of the Supervlfor.

The fecund, t© fccurc a due accomodation to diftillers, provides,

peremptorily, that there fhall be one in each County.

The idea was immediately embraced, that it was a very im-

portant point in the fcher.e of oppofition to the law, to prevent

the eftablilhmcnt of offices in the refpe«5live counties.

For this puipof'.?, the intimidation of wcll-difpofcd inhabitants

was added to the plan of m.oltffting and obftruding'the.officers by

force or otherwife, as might be necefTary. So efFcfiually was

the firil point cairied (the certain deftru^ion of property, and

the peril of life being involved) that it became almoft impraftica-

ble to obtain fuitable places for Offices in fomc of the Counties
j
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ami when o'otainecl, it was found a m<ittcr of nccelTity in alraoft

every inftance to abandon them.

After much effort the Infpeftor of the Revenue fucceeded In

procuring^ the houfe of William Faulkner a Captain in the army,

for an office of Infpe^iion in the county of Waihington. This

took place In Augult 1792. The office was attended by the In-

fpedor of the Revenue in pcrfon, till prevented by the following

liicidents.

Captain Faulkner being in purfuit of fomc defcrters from the

troops, was encountered by a number of people, in tl.e fame

neighbourhood where Mr. Johnfon had been ill treated the pre-

ceding year, who reproached him with letting his houfe for an

office of inCpe£lion, drew a knife upon him, threatened to fcalp

him, tar and feather him, and reduce his houfe and property to

afhes, it he did not folemnly promife to prevent the further ufe of

his houfe for an ofiice. Captam Faulkner was induced to make

the promife exafted ; and, in confequcnce of the circumftance,

wrote a letter to the Infpedtor, dated the 20th of Auguft coun-

termanding the permiflion for ufing his houfe ; and the day fol-

lowing gave a public notice in the Pittfburgh Gazette, that the

office of infpedlion fhould be no longer kept there.

At the fame time another engine of oppofition was in opera-

tion. Agreeable to a previous notification, there met at Pittf-

burgh, on the 2 ill of Auguft, a number of perfons, ftiling

. themfelves " A meeting of fundry Inhabitants of the Weftcrn

counties of Pennfylvanir."

This meeting entered into refolutions not lefs exceptionable

than thofe of Its predeceffors. The preamble fuggefts that a

tax on fptrituGus liquors Is unjuft in Itfelf and oppreffive upon the

poor, that internal taxes upon confumptton muft, In the end deRroy

the liberties of every country In which they are Introduced—that

the law In quelllon, from certain local circumftances which arc

fpccificd would bring immediate diflrefs and ruin upon the Wef-

tern country ; and concludes with the fentimcnt, that they thinJt
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It their duty to perfift in rcmonllrances to Congrefs, and in CYcry

other legal mz^Surz that may oblh lift the operation of the law,

' The refohr. ions then proceed, firft, to appoint a Committee

to'prepare and caufe to be prefentcd to CongreD, an addrefs fta-

ting objeftionsto the law, and praying for its repeal—fecondly

to appoint Committees of correfponder.ee for Wafhington, Fay-

ette and Alle-ghany, charged to correfpond together, and v/ith

fuch committee as Ihould be appointed for the fame put pofe in the

County of Wcftmoreland or with any Committees of a fimilar

nature, that might be appointed in other parts of the United

States ; and alfo if found neceffary to call together either general

meetings of the people in their refpedlive Counties, or conferenc-

es of thv; fev^eral Committees ; and laftly to declare that they will

in future confider thofe who hold offices for the coUedlion of the

duty, as unworthy of their friendfliip, that they will have no irt'

tercourfe nor deaUn^^s ^ith theiUi will nvlthdraiu from them every

ajMancey 'withhold all the comforts of life nxdneh depend upon thoft

duties^ that as run andfelloiv-citi^ens ive owe to each other, and 'will

upon all occafions treat them with contempt ; earneflly recommending

IT TO THE PEOPLE AT LARGE TO FOLLOJF THE SJM£ LINE OF COMDUCT

TOWARVS THEM,

The idea of purfuing legal meafures to ohflru3 the operation of

a law needs little comment. Legal meafures may be purfued to

procure the repeal of a law, but to ohflruct its operation prefcnt* a

contradiction in terms. The operation or what is the fame thing

tfle execution of a U'w cannot be obflruBed after it has been confti*

tutionally enacted, without illegality and crime. The expreffion

quoted is one ot thofe phrafcs, which can only be ufcd to conceal

a diforderly and culpable intention under forms that may cfcape

the hold of the law.

Neither was it difficult to perceive, that the anathema pro-

nounced againft the officers of the revenue, placed them in a ftatc

of virtual outlawry, and operated as a fignal to all ihofe who wtrc

bold enough to crcoiinter the guilt and the danger to rioktc both

their lives and their properties.
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The foregoing proceedings, as foon as known, were reported

by- the Secretaiy of tl>c Treafury to the Prefidcnt. The Prcfi*-

derft on the 15th of September, 1792, iffued a proclamation—

" earneftly admoiilfhing and exhorting all perlons whom it might

concern to refrain and defift from all unlawful combinations and

proceedings whatfocver, having for objeft or tending to obftruft

the operation of the laws afoiefald, inafmuch as all lawful way*

and means would be put in execution for bringing to jufllce the

infradlors thereof and fecuring obedience thereto: and moreover,

charging and requiring all courts, magistrates and officers whom

it might concern, according to the duties of their feveral offices,

to exert the powers in them refpedll/ely vefted by law for the

purpofes aforefald ; thereby alfo enjoining and requiring all per-

fons whomfoever, as they tendered the welfare of their country,

the juft and due authority of Government and the prcfervation of

the public peace, to be aiding and afTiftlng therein according to

law.—And llkewlfe dire£led, that profecutlons might be iiilli-

tuted againd the offenders, in the cafes in which the laws would

fupport and the requifite evidence could be obtained.

Purfwant to thcfc Inftrudlons, the Attorney General, in co-

operation with the Attorney of the Dlftrnfl attended a Circuit

Court, which was holden at York Town in October 1792—for

the purpofeof bringing forward profecutlons in the proper cafes.

Callateral meafure« were taken to procure for this purpofe the

neceiTary evidence.

The Supervlfor of the Revenue was fent into the oppofing fur-

vey—to afcertain the real ftate of that furvey—to obtain evidence

of the perfons who were concerned in the riot in Faulkner's cafe,

and of thofe who compofed the meeting at PIttfburgh to uphold

the confidence and encourage the perfevcrance of the officers act-

ing under the law—and to induce if poffible the inhabitants of

that part of the furvey, which appeared lead difinclined to come

voluntarily into the law, by arguments addrefTed to their fenfe of

duty, and cxhibitingthecvcntual dangers and mifchlcfsofrcGftauce.



( no )

The minion of the fuperv'ifor had no other fniit than

that of obtaining evidence of the perfons who compofed the

meeting at Pittfburgh, and of two who were undcrftood to be

concerned in the riot—and a confirmation of the enmity which

certain aftive and defigning leaders had induftrioufiy infufcd

into a large proportion of the Inhabitants, not againft the par-

ticular laws in queflion only, but of a more ancient date,

againft the government of the United States itfelf.

The then Attorney General being of opinion, that it was

at beft a doubtful point, whether the proceedings of the meet-

ing at Pittfburgh contained indictable matter, no profecution

was attempted againft thofe who compofed it, though if the

ground for proceeding againft them had appeared to be firm,

it is prefumcd, that the trucft policy would have diftated that

courfe.

Indiftments were preferred to the Circuit Court, and found

againft the two perfons undcrftood to have been concerned

in the riot, and the ufual meafures were taken for carrying

them into effeft.

But it appearing afterwards, from various reprefentations

fupported by fatisfaftory teftimony, that there had been fome

miftake as to the perfons accufed—Juftice and policy demand-

ed that the profecution fliould be difcontinued, which was ac-

cordingly done.

This iffue of the bufmefs unavoidably defeated the attempt

to eftablifli examples of the puniHunent of perfons who en-

gaged in a violent refiftance to the laws—and left the officers

to ftruggle againft the ftrcam of refiftance. without the advan-

tage of fuch examples.
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The following plan, afterwards fuccefsfully executed, was

;!l)out to be digefted, for carrying, if pofTible the laws into

efiPeft without the necefTity of recurring to force.

ill To profecute delinquents in the cafes in which it

could be clearly done for non compliance with the laws. 2.

To intercept the markets for the furplus produce of the dif-

tillers of the non complying counties, by feizing the fpirits

in their way to thofe markets, in places where it could be

efFefted without oppofition. 3. By purchafes, through agents,

for the ufe of the army (inftead of deriving the fupply through

contraftors as formerly) confining them to fpirits, in refpeft

to which there had been a compliance with the laws.

The motives to this plan fpeak for themfelvcs. It aimed

bcfides the influence of penalties on delinquents, at making
it the general interefl of the diftillers. to comply with the

laws, by interrupting the Market for a very confiderablo

furplus, and by, at the fame time, confining the benefit of

the large demand for public fervice to thofe who did their

duty to the public, and furnifhing through the means of pay-

ments in cafh, that medium for paying the duties, the want

of which was alledged to be a great difficulty in the way of

compliance.

But two circumfLanccs confpired to counteract the fuccef*

of the plan—one the neceflity, towards incurring thepenalties

of non-compliance of there being an office of Infpe£lion in

each County, which was prevented in fome of the Counties,

by the means of intimidation praftifed for that purpofe— ano-

ther the non-extenfion of the law to the Territory North

Weft of the Ohio, into which a large proportion of the fur-

plus beforementioned was fent.

A cure for thefe defefts could only come from the Legifla-

ture—accordingly in the fefTion which began in November
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inoz, meafures were taken for procuring a further revifion

of the laws. A bill containing amendments of thofe and

other dcfefts was brought in ;—but it fo happened that this

objeft by reafon of more urgent bufincfs, was deferred till

towards the clofe of the fefTion and finally went off through

the ufual hurry of that period.

The continuance of the embarraflment incident to thi.s (late

of things, naturally tended to diminifh much of the efficacy

of the plan which had been devifed. Yet it was refolved as

far as legal provisions would bear out the Officers, to purfue

it with perfeverance ; there was ground to entertain hopes

of its good cfFeft, and it was certainly the mod likely courfe

which could have been adopted towards attaining the object

of the laws by means fhort of force ;—evincing unequivocally,

the fincere difpolition to avoid this painful refort, and the

fteady moderation, which have charafterifed the meafures of

the Government,

In purfuance of this plan, profecutions were occafionally

inftituted in the mildeft forms, feizures were made as oppor-

tunities occurred—and purchafes on public account were

carried on.

It may be incidently remarked, that thefc purchafes were

Extended to other places ; where, though the fame diforders

did not cxift, it appeared, advifeable to facilitate the payment

6f the duties by this fpecies ofaccommodation.

Nor was this plan, notwithflanding the deficiency of legal

provifion, which impeded its full execution, without corref-

ponding efFcfts.

Symptoms from time to time appeared which authorifed

expc6lation, that with the aid, at another fcffion, of the defired
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fupplementary provifions, it was capable of accomplifhing its

end, if no extraordinary events occurred.

The opponents of the laws, not infenfible of the tendency

of that plan, nor of the defefts in the laws which interfered

with it, did not fail from time to time to purfue analogous

modes of counteratlion. The effort to fruftrate the efta-

blifhment of offices of infpeftion, in particular, was perfifted

in, and even increafed ; means of intimidating oifficers and

others continued to be exerted, •

In April 1793, a party of armed men in difguife, made ari

attack in the night upon the houfe of a Colleftor of the reve-

nue, who refided in Fayette county ; but he happening t^

be from home, they contented themfelves with breaking opea

his houfe, threatening, terrifying, and abufmg his family.

Warrants were iffued for apprehending fome of the rioters

upon this occafion, by Ifaac Mafon, and James Findley Af-

fiftant Judges of Fayette county, which were delivered to

the Sheriff of that county, who it feems refufed to execute

them ;—for which he has fmce been indifted.

This is at once an example of a difpofition to fupport the

laws of the Union, and of an oppofite one in the local ofH-

cers of Pennfylvania within the non-complying fcene.

But it is a truth too important not to be noticed and too

injurious not to be lamented, that the prevailing fpirit of

thofe officers has been either hofhile or lukewarm to the exe-

cution of thofe laws—and that the weight of an unfriendly

official influence has been one of the mofl ferious cbfta<;:les,

with which they have had to flruggle.

P
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in June following, the Infpeftor of the Revenue, waS

burnt in effigy in Alleghany County, at a place, and on a day

of fome public eleftion, with much difplay, in the prefence

of, and without interruption from Magiftrates and other Pub-

lic Officers,

On the night of the 2 2d of November, another party of

men, fome of them armed, and all in difguife, went to the

houfe of the fame Colleftor of Fayette, which had been vifit-

ed in April, broke and entered it, and demanded a furrender

of the Officers Commiffion, and Official Books. Upon his

refufing to deliver them up, they prcfented piftols at him, and

fwore, that if he did not comply, they would inftantly put

him to death. At length, a furrender of the Commiffion and

Books w^as enforced. But not content with this, the Rioters,

before they departed, required of the Officer, that he fhould

within two weeks publifh his relignation on pain of another

vifit, and the deflruftion of his houfe.

Notwithflianding thefe excefles the laws appeared during

the latter periods, of this year (1793) to be rather gaining

ground. Several principal diftiilers, who had formerly held

out, complied, and others difcovcred a difpofition to comply,

which was only reftrained by the fear of violence.

But thcfe favourable circumftances ferved to beget alarm,

among thofe who were determined, at all events, to prevent

the quiet eftabliffiment of the laws. It foon appeared that

they meditated by frefh and greater exceffes to aim a ftill more

effeftual blow at them ;—to fubdue the growing fpirit of com-

pliance, and to deftroy entirely the organs of the laws, with-

in that part of the Country, by compelling all the Officers

to renounce their offices.

The la ft proceeding in the cafe of the Colleftor of Fayette,

was in this fpirit. In January of the prefent year, further
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violences appear to have been perpetrated, William Rich-

mond, who had given information againfl fome of the Rioters,

in the affair of Wilfon, had his barn burnt with all the grain

and hay which it contained ; and the fame thing happened to

Robert Shawhan, a Difliller, who had been among the firft

to comply with the law, and who had always fpoken favora-

bly of it. But in neither of thefe inftances, (which hap-

pened in the County of Alleghany) though the pirefumptions

ivere violent, was any pofitive proof obtained.

The Infpeftor of the Revenue, in a letter of the 27th of

February, writes, that he had received information, that per-

fons living near the dividing line of Alleghany and Wafhing-

ton, had thrown out threats of tarring and feathering one

William Cochran, a complying Diftiller, and of burning his

Diftillery ; and that it had alfo been given out that in three

weeks, there would not be a houfe {landing in Alleghany

County, of any perfon, who had complied with the Laws.

In confequence of which, he had been induced to pay a vifit

to feveral leading individuals in that quarter, as well to afcer-

tain the truth of the information, as to endeavour to avert the

attempt to execute fuch threats.

It appeared afterwards, that on his return home, he had

been purfued by a colleftion of diforderly perfons, threaten-

ing as they went along, vengeance againft him. On their

way thefe men called at the houfe of James Kiddoe, who had

recently complied with the laws, broke into his Still-houfe,

fired feveral balls under his ftill, and fcattered fire over and

about the Houfe,

Letters from the Infpeflior, in March, announce an encrea-

fed aftivity in promoting oppofition to the laws—frequent

meetings to cement and extend the combinations againft it ;

and among other means for this purpofe, a plan of colle6i.ing
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a force to feize him, compel him to refign his Commiflion,

and detain him prifoner-^probably as a hoftage.

In May and June, new violences were committed. James

Riddoe, the perlon above-mentioned, and William Cochran,

another complying Diftiller, met with repeated injury to their

property. Kiddoe, had parts of his grift-mill, at different

times carried away ; and Cochran fuffered more material in-

juries. His Still was deftroyed, his faw-mill was rendered

ufelefs, by the taking away of the faw, and his grift-mill fo

injured, as to require to be repaired at confiderable expenfe.

At the laft viftt, a note in writing was left requiring him

to publifh what he had fuffered, in the Pittfburgh Gazette,

on pain of another vifit ; in which he is threatened, in figu-

rative, but intelligible terms, with the deftruftion of his pro-

perty by fire. Thus adding to the profligacy of doing wan-

ton injuries to a fellow-citizen, the tyranny of compelling

him to be the publifher of his wrongs.

June being the month for receiving annual entries of Stills,

endeavours were ufed to open Ofhces in Weftmoreland and

Wafhington. where it had been hitherto found imprafticable.

With much pains and difHculty, places were procured for the

purpofe. That in Weftmoreland, was repeatedly attacked in

the night, by armed men, who frequently fired upon it ; but

according to a report which has been made to this Depart-

ment, it was defended with fo much courage and perfever-

ance, by John Wells, an auxiliary officer, and Philip Ragan,

the owner of the houfe as to have been maintained during

the remainder of the month.

That in Wafhington, after repeated attempts, was fuppref-

Ud. The firft attempt was confined to pulling down the fign

of the Office, and threats of future deftruftion. The fepond
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effefted the objeft in the following mode. About twelve

perfons, armed and painted black, in the night of the 6th of

June, broke into the houfe of John Lynn where the Office

was kept, and after having treacheroufly feduced him to come

down flairs, and put himfelf in their power, by a promife of

fafety to himfelf and his houfe, they feized and tied him,

threatened to hang him, took him to a retired fpot in the

neighbouring wood ; and there, after cutting off his hair, tar-

ring and feathering him fwbre him never again to allow the

ufe of his houfe for an Office, never to difclofe their names,

and never again to have any fort of agency in aid of the

Excife : Having done which, they bound him naked to a

tree, and left him in that fituation till morning ; when he fuc-

ceeded in extricating himfelf. Not content with this, the

Malcontents fome days after, made him another vifit ; pulled

down part of his houfe, and put him in a fituation to be obli-

ged to become an exile from his own home, and to find an

afylum elfewhere.

During this time, feveral of the diflillers, who had made

entries and benefited by them, refufed the payment of the

duties ; aftuated no doubt by various motives.

Indications of a plan to proceed againft the Infpeftor of the

Revenue, in the manner which has been before mentioned,

continued. In a letter from him of the loth of July, he

obferved, that the threatened vifit had not yet been made,

though he had flill reafon to expeft it.

In the SefTion of Congrefs, which began in December i '793,

a bill for making the amendments in the Laws, which had been

for fome time defired, was brought in, and on the 5th of June
laft became a Law.

It is not to be doubted, that the different flagesofthis bufi-

pefs was regularly notified to the Malcontents, and that a ccn-
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vlftion of the tendency of the amendments contemplated to

effeftuate the execution of the Law, had matured the refolution

to bring matters to a violent crifis.

The encreafing energy of the oppofition, rendered it indif-

penfable to meet the evil with proportionable decifion. The

idea of giving time for the law to extend itfelf, in fcenes where
the difatisfaftion with it was the efFeft, not of an improper

Tpirit, but of caufes which were of a nature to yield to reafon,

refleftion, and experience (which had conftantly weighed in the

eftimate of the meafures proper to be purfued) had, had its efFeft,

in an extenfive degree. The experiment, too, had been long

enough tried,toafcertain, that where refiftance continued,the root

ofthe evil lay deep, and required meafures of greaterefficacy, than

had been purfued. The laws had undergone repeated revifions

of the Legiflative Reprefentatives, of the Union, and had vir-

tually received their repeated fanftion, without even an attempt,

as far as is now recollefted, or can be traced, to effeft their re-

peal ;— affording an evidence of the general fenfe of the com-
munity in their favour. Complaints began to be loud, from

complying quarters, againfl the impropriety, and injuftice of

fuffering the laws to remain unexecuted in others.

Under the united influence of thefe confiderations, there

was no choice but to try the efficiency of the laws in profecu-

ting with vigour, delinquents, and offenders.

Procefs iffued againfl a number of non-complying cjiftillers

in the Counties of Fayette apd Alleghany ; and indiftments

having been found at a Circuit Court holden at Philadelphia

in July laft, againft Robert Smilie and John M'Culloch two

of the Rioters in the attack, which in November preceeding

had been made upon the houfe of a Colleftor of the Revenue in
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Fayette County, procefTcs iffued again ft them alfo, to brines

them to trial ; and if guilty to punifhment.

The Marfhal of the Diftrift went in perfon to ferve thefe

procefles. He executed his truft without interruption, though

under many difcouraging circumftances, in Fayette County ;

but while he was in the execution of it in Alleghany County

being then accompanied by the Infpeftor of the Revenue ( to

wit) on the 1 5th of July laft he was befet on the road by a

party of from thirty to forty armed men, who after much

previous irregularity of conduft, finally fired upon him ; but

as it happened without injury either to him or the Infpe£lor#

This attempt on the Marfiial was but the prelude of greater

excefles.

About break of day, the 16th of July, in conformity with a

plan, which feemsto have been for fome time entertained, and

which probably was only accelerated by the coming of the

Marfhal into the Survey, an attack, by about one hundred

perfons armed with guns and other weapons, was made upon

the houfe of the Infpeftor in the vicinity of Pittfburgh.

The Infpeftor, tho' alone vigoroufly defended himfelf againft

the aflailants and obliged them to retreat, without accomplifh-

ing their purpofe.

Apprehending that the bufmefs would not terminate

here, he made application by letter to the Judges,, Generals of

Militia, and Sheriff of the County for proteftion. A reply

to his application, from John Wilkins jun. and John Gibfcn

Magifti-ates and Militia Officers, informed him, that the

laws could not be executed, fo as to afford him the protec-

tion to which he was entitled, owing to the too general com-

bination of the people in that part of Pennfylvania, to oppofe

the Revenue law ; adding, that they would take every ftep
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in their power to bring the Rioters to juftice, and would be

glad to receive information of the individuals concerned in

the attack upon his houfe, that profecutions might be com-

menced againft them ; and exprcffing their forrow tha:t

fhould the Poffe Comitatus of the County be ordered out in

fupport of the Civil Authority, very few could be gotten

that were not of the party of the Rioters,

The day following, the Infurgents re-adembled with a

confiderable augmentation of numbers, amounting, as has

been computed, to at leaft five hundred ; and on the i-yth of

July, renewed their attack upon the hDufe of the Inipeftor ;

who in the interval had taken the precaution of calling to his

aid a fmall detachment from the Garrifon of Fort Pitt, which

at the time of the attack, confifled of eleven men, who had

been joined by Major Abraham Kirkpatrick, a friend and

connexion of the Infoeftor.

There being fcarcely a profpe6l of effeftual defence againft

To large a body as then appeared, and as the Infpeftor had

every thing to apprehend for his perfon, if taken, it was

iuQored advifeable that he fliould withdraw from the houfe to

a place of concealment ; Major Kirkpatrick generoufly agree-

ing to remain with the eleven men, in the intention, if prafti-

cable to make a capitulation in favour of the property, if not

to defend it as long aspoflfible.

A parley took place under cover of a flag, which was

Tent by the Infurgents to the houfe to demand, that the In-

fpeftor fhould come forth, renounce his office, and ftipulate

never again to accept an office under the fame laws. To this

it was replied, that the infpeftor had left the houfe, upon their

firft approach, and that the place to which he had retired

was unknown. They then declared that they muft have

v/hatever related to his office. They were anfwered that they

might fend perfons, not exceeding fix, to fearch the houfe,

and take away whatever papers they could find appertaining
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to the office. But not fatlsfied with this they infifted uncon-

ditionally, that the armed men, who were in the houfe, for

its defence, fhould march out and ground their arms, which

Major Kirkpatrick peremptorily refufed ; confidering it, and

rcprefenting it to them, as a proof of a defign to deftroy thcs

property. This refufal put an end to the parley.

A brifk firing then enfued between the Infurgents and thofe

in the houfe, which it is faid lafted for near an hour, till the

afTailants having fet fire to the neighboring and adjacent build-

ings eight in number, the intenfenefs of the heat, and the

danger of an immediate communication of the fire to the

houfe, obliged Major Kirkpatrick and his fmall party to come

out and furrender themfelves. In the courfe of the firing,

one of the infurgents was killed and feveral wounded, and

three of the perfons in the houfe, were alfo wounded. The
perfon killed is undcrftood to have been the leader of the

party, of the name of James M'Farlane, then a Major in the

militia, formerly a Lieutenant in the Pennfylvania line. The
dwelling houfe, after the furrender, fhared the fate of the

other buildings ; the whole of which, were conjfumed to

the ground. The lofs of property to the Infpeftor upon this

occafion, is eftimated, and, as it is believed with great modera-

tion, at not lefs than three thoufand pounds.

The Marfhal, Colonel Prcfley Neville, and feveral others

were taken by the Infurgents going to the Inlpeftor's houfe*

All, except the Marfhal and Colonel Neville, foon made their

efcape ; but thefe were carried off fome diflance from the
place where the affray had happened, and detained till one
or two o'clock the next morning. In the courfe of their

detention, the Marfhal in particular fuffered very fevere and
humiliating treatment •, and was frequently in imminent dan--
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"'gir'of Kis "fife. Several of 'the pitiy repeatedly presented their

pieces at him, with every appearance of a defign to aflfaflinate,

from which they -Were witTi difficulty, reftrained hy the efforts

of a few more humane, ' arid more prudent.

Nor could he obtain fafety or liberty, but upon the condi-

tk)n of a promife guaranteed by Colonel Neville, that he

"would fcrve no other prpcefs on the' weft fide of the AUe-

"ghany mountain.' The ' alternative being Immediate death

extorted from the Marfhal a compliance with this condition ;

notwithftanding the juft fenfe of official dignity, and the

firmnefs of character, which were witneiTed by his conduft

~ throughout the trying fcenes he had experienced.

The infurgents, on the iStK, fent a deputation of two of

'
their number (one a Juftice of the peace) to Pittfburgh, to

require of the Marfhal, a furrender of the procefles in his

poffeliion, intimating that his compliance would fatisfy the

people, and add to his fajtty j and alfo to demand of General

Neville, in peremptory terms, the refignation of his office.

threatning, in cafe of refufal, to attack the place and take him

by force ; demands which both thefe officers did not hefitate

to rejeO;, as alike incompatible with their honor and their

duty.

As it was well afcertained, that no proteftion was to be

expefted from the magiftrates or inhabitants of Pittfburgh,

it became neceffary to the fafety. both of the Infpeftor and

rhe Marfhal to quit that place ; and as it was known that all

the ufual routes to Philadelphia were befet by the Infurgents,

:hey concluded to defcend the Ohio, and proceed by a

circuitous route, to the feat of government ; which the^-

began to put in execution on the night of the J 9th of July^
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InfornTiatioii has alio been received. of, a meeting of a^cpn-

fiderable number of perfons at a place called Min?o Creek

Meeting Houfc, in the County of Wafhington, to confult

about the further meafures which it might be advifeable to

purfue : that at this meeting, a motion was made to approve

and agree to fupport the proceedings which had taken place,

until the cxcife law was repealed, and an a£l of oblivion pafled.

But that, inftead of this, it had been agreed, that the four

Weftern counties of Pennfylvania and the nei2:hbourin<^

counties of Virginia, fhould be invited to.meet in a Conven-

tion of Delegates, on the 14th of the prefent month at Par-

kinfon's on Mingo Creek, in the county of "VVafhington, to

take into confideration the fiti'ition of the Weftern country

and concert fuch meafures as fhould appear fuited to the

occaflon.

It appears, moreover, that on the 25th of July laft the mail

of the United States, on the road from Pittfburgh to Phila-

delphia, was ftopped by two armed men, who cut it open

and took out all the letters, except thofe contained in one

packet : thefc armed men, from all the circumftances which
occurred, were manifeftly a£ling on the part of the infurgents.

The declared objc£l: of the foregoing proceedings, is to ob-

ftruQ: the execution and compel a repeal of the laws, laying

duties on fpirits diftilled within the United States and upon
ftills. There is juft caufe to believe, that this is connected

with an indifpofition, too general in that quarter, to fhare in

the common burthens of the community ; and with a wifh,

among fome perfons of influence, to embarrafs the govern-

ment. It is afErmed by well informed perfons, to be a fa6l

of notoriety, that the revenue laws of the State itfelf have
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always been cither refifted or very dcfcftivcly complied with

in the fame quarter.

With the moft perfeft rcfpeft, I have the honor to be.

Sir,

Your mofl obedient and humble fervant,

(Signed)

ALEXANDER HAMILTON.

^o the Prcfident -»

of the UnitetJ St,atc5. J
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INSTRUCTIONS TO GOVERNOR I.EE,

Bedford, :10th OBober^ 1794.

Sir,

I HAVE it in fpecial inftru6lion from the Prefidcnt of

the United States now at this place, to convey to you on his

behalf, the following inftruftions for the general direftion of

your conduft in the command of the militia army, with which

you arc charged.

The objefts for which the militia have been called forth

are-

1. To fupprefs the combinations which exift in fome of

the weftern counties of Pennfylvania in oppofition to the

laws laying duties upon fpirits diftilled within the United

States, and upon ftills.

2. To caufc the laws to be executed.

Thefe objefts are to be effefted in two ways

1. By military force.

2 By judiciary procefs, and other civil proceedintrs,

Theobjefts of the military force are twofold.

J. To overcome any armed oppofition which may exift.

2. To countenance and fupport the civil officers in the

jneans of executing the laws.

With a view to the firft of thefe two objefts, you will pro-

ceed as fpeedily as may be, with the army under your command
into the infurgent counties to attack, and as far as fhall be in
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your power fubdue, all perfons whom you may finu in arm^,

in oppofition to the laws above mentioned.—You will march

your army in two columns, from the places where they are

now affembled, by the moft convenient routes, having regard

to the nature of the roads, the convenience of fupply, and

the facility of co-operation and union ; and bearing in mind,

that you ought to aft, until the contrary fliall be fully deve-

loped, on the general principle of having to contend with

the whole force of the counties of Fayette, Weftmoreland,

Wafhington and Alleghany, and of that parfc, of Bedford

which lies weftward of the town of Bedford ; and that you

are to put as little as pofTible to hazard. The approximation,

therefore, of your columns, is to be fought, and the fubdivi^

fion of them, fo as to place the parts out of mutual fuppor.t-

ing di fiance, to be avoided as far as local, circumftances will

permit. Parkinfon's Ferry appears to be a proper point, to-

wards which to direft the march of the column^ for the pur-

pofe of ulteribr meafures.

When arrived within the infur^ent country, if an armed

oppofition appear, it may be proper to publifh a proclamation,

inviting all good citizens, friends of the Conftitution ajid

laws, to join the flandardof the United States.—^^If no armed

oppofition exift, it may ftill be proper to publifh a proclama-

tion, exhorting to a peaceable and dutiful demeaubur, and

giving affurances of performing with good faith and liberality,

^\l\atfoever may have been promifed by the GommifTi oners

to ^hofe who h^V.e complied with th,e <;on4itio^s pre.fcribed

by them, and \!vho have not forfeited their title by fubfequent

mifconduft.

Of thofe perfons in arms, if any, whom you may mak«

prifoncirs ; leaders, including all perfons in command, are to

be delivered to the civil magiftrate :—the reft to be difarmed,

admonifhed and fent home (except fuch as may have been
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* parti culail_^' violent and alfo influential) caufing their own
recognizances for their good behaviour to be taken, in the

dafes in which it may be deemed expedient.

With a view to the fecond point, namely, " the counte-

nance and fupport of the civil officers, in the means of execu-

ting the laws," you will make fuch difpofitionsas fhall appear

proper, to countenance and proteft, and if neceffary and re-

quired by them, to fupport and aid the civil officers in the exe-

cution of their refpcftive duties ; for bringing offenders and

delinquents to juftice ; for feizing the ftills of delinquent dif-

uUcrs, as far as the fame fhall be deemed eligible by the Super-

vifor of ' the Revenue, or chief officer of Infpeftion ; and

alfo for conveying to places of fafe cuilody, fuch perfons as

may be apprehended and not admitted to bail.

The obje£ts of judiciary procefs and other civil proceedings,

will be

1. To bring offenders to juftice.

2. To enforce penalties on Delinquent Diftillers by

fuit.

3. To enforce the penalty of forfeiture, on the fame per-

fons by the feizure of their ftills and fpirits.

The better to effeft thefe purpofes, the Judge of the Dif-

trift, Richard Peters, Efquire ; and the Attorney of the Dif-

trift, William Rawle, Efquire, accompany the Army.

You are aware that the Judge cannot be controuled in his

fun6lions. But I count on his difpofition to co-operate in

fuch a general plan as fhall appear to you confident with the

policy of the cafe. But your method of giving a direftion to

legal proceedings, according to your general plan, will be by
inftruftion to the Diflri£l Attornev,
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He ought particularly to be inftruftcd, (wi'^ ^^c regard

to time and circumftance ;) ift to procure to be arreftcd, alt

influential aftors in riots and ualiwful aiTcmblies, relating to

the infurreftion. and combinitionft to rehft the laws ; or hav-

ing for objstt to abet that infurreftion, and thofe combina-

nations ; and who fhall not have complied with the terms of-

fered bv the CommiiTioners, or manifefted their repentance

in fome other way, which you may deem fatisfaftory. 2dly.

To caafe procefs to ifTuc for enforcing penalties npon delin-

qncat Diftillers. 3d. To caufe offenders who may be arreft-

cd, to be conveyed to goals where there will be no danger

of refcue—thofe for mifdemeanors, to the goals of York and

Lancafter—thofe for capital offences, to the goal of Philadel-

phia, as more fecure than the others, 4th. To profecute in-

diftable offences in the Courts of the United States—thofe

for penalties on delinquents, under the laws before men-

tioned, in the Courts of Pennfylvania,

As a guide in the cafe, the Diffri6l Attorney has with him

a lift of the perfons who have availed themfelves of the of-

fers of the Commiffioners on the day appointed.

The feizure of Stills is of the province of the Supervifor

and other Officers of Infpeftion. It is difficult to chalk out

a precife line concerning it. There are oppofite confidera-

tions which will require to be nicely balanced, and which

iTiuIl be judged of by thofe officers on the fpot. It may be

found ufeful, to confine the feizures of ftills. of the moft

leading and refraftory Diftillers. It maybe advifeable to ex-

tend them far in the mod refraftory County.

When the infurrettion is fubdued, and the requifitc means

have been put in execution to fecure obedience to the laws,

fo as to render it proper for the arniy to retire (an event

which you will accelerate as much as fhall be confiftent with
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the objeti, y.,u will endeavour to make an arrangement for

detaching fuch a force as you deem adequate, to be ftation-

cd within the difaffefted Country, in fuch manner as bed to

afford prote6lion to well-difpofed Citizens, and to the Officers,

©f the Revenue, and to reprefs by their prefence, the fpirit

of riot and oppofition to the laws..

But before you withdraw the army, you will promife on

behalf of the Prefident, a general pardon to all fuch as fhall not

have been arrefted, with fuch exceptions as you fhall deem
proper. The promife muft be fo guarded as not to affeft pe-

cuniary claims under the revenue laws. In this meafure, it

is advifable there fhould be a co-operation with the Governor
of Pennfylvania.

On the return of the army, you will adopt fome convenient

and certain arrangement for reftoring to the public magazines

the arms, accoutrements, military ftores, tents and other

articles of camp equipage, and entrenching tools which have

been furnifhed and fhall not have been confumed or loft..

You ate to exert yourfelf by all pofTible means to preferve

difcipline among the troops, particularly a fcrupulous regard

to the rights of perfons and property and a refpeft for the

authority of the civil Magiftrate; taking efpecial care to in-

culcate and caufe to be obferved this principle, that the du-

ties of the army are confined to the attacking and fubduing

of armed opponents of the laws, and to the fupporting

and aiding of the civil officers in the execution of their

funftions.

It has been fettled that the Governor of Pennfylvania will

be fecond, the governor of New Jerfey third in command ;

and that the troops of the feveral States in line, on the march
and upon detachment, are to be pofted according to the rule

which prevailed in the army during the late war—namely

—

R
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m moving towards the fea-board, the mc ,^."-^ In irocps

will take the right—in moving wcflward, the mofl northern

will take thii right.

Thefe general inftru6lions, however, are to be confidered

as liable to fuch alterations and deviations in the detail, as

from local and other caufes may be found neceffary the bettci

to effeft the main objeft upon the general principles which

•lave been indicated.

With great refpeft, I have the honor to be,

Sir,

Your obedient fervant,

(Signed)

ALEXANDER HAMILTON.

Truly copied from the original,

B. DANDRIDGE.
Secretary to the Prefident of the United States.
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